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“Honoring Our Heritage”: Joseph Navarrete of 
New Mexico Installed as National Commander of 

the Sons of The American Legion 

“You have bestowed upon me the highest of 
honors …. and in so doing, you’ve honored in 
a special way all of the members of the great 
little Detachment of New Mexico.” 

On Sunday, August 25, 2024 in New Orleans, 
the Sons of The American Legion elected 
Joseph Navarrete, the first na-
tional commander to come from 
New Mexico. Commander 
Navarette also holds the distinc-
tion of being the first national 
commander who is the son of a 
past national president of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 

In his first address as national 
commander to the national convention dele-
gates and guests, Navarrete outlined the 
initiatives he will be focusing on during his 
administrative year. “My slogan for the year 
is ‘honoring our heritage,’ and we will carry 
on our why, representing our family’s ser-
vice and the sacrifices they paid to each oth-
er and for each other, and for each and eve-

ry one of us here today.” 

Commander Navarrete noted he intended 
to continue Past National Commander “JR” 
Hall’s “Four Pillar Challenge” to squadrons 
across the detachments, and addressed all 
of our Sons directly … “Keep doing what 

you do, and nev-
er forget the im-
portance of our 
Legion Family 
and the values 
that we have.” 

Navarrete further 
pledges to push 
the national pro-

ject “Be The One”, which works to destig-
matize veterans asking for mental health 
support, noting that ending veterans sui-
cide is a core priority of the SAL.  

National Commander Navarrete also set a 
goal to raise $500,000 for the Veterans & 
Children Foundation (VCF), making a com-
mitment to the children of our vets. 

National Commander Navarrete, left, with his 2024-25 National Vice Commanders - Jeff Thorne Photography 

“We are determined, we 
are motivated, and we 

are ready to get  

running …” 
-National Commander  

Joseph Navarrete 

http://www.legion.org/sons/newsletters
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Editorial: 2025 is Now! 

Russell “Rusty Myers III (NJ), 

Editor, “The Millennium” 

Our new Sons of The American Legion na-
tional officers have been installed, and mem-
bers from all 55 detachments return home 
from the National Convention in New Orle-
ans to start a new administrative year. We all 
have our renewal resources at hand to re-
new existing members and recruit new ones, 
and this is a perfect time to refocus our dedi-
cation to our veterans, our children, our 
communities … and to each other as Sons.  
We can do that in a few ways: 

 Be The One Day: On the first day of 
every month, Legion Family members 
are encouraged to wear a Be the One 
item to show their commitment to re-
ducing the stigma around mental health 
issues among veterans and service 
members. You can use this day to do 
your “Buddy Checks” as well. 

 Membership: Continue your member-
ship drives and renew your existing 
members for 2025, but also make sure 
to reach out to a member you haven’t 
seen in a while, or one that has skipped 
a few meetings and events. Let them 
know we value their membership and 
want them to be involved, and that 
they aren’t just a number on a roster. 
Tell them how important it is to honor 
the veteran who made them eligible for 
membership by renewing. 

 CSR’s: It’s never too early to start col-
lecting statistics for your Consolidated 
Squadron Report (CSR), due annually in 
May. Each year, squadrons report the 
programs they participate in and the 
volunteer hours involved, which is criti-
cal for the national organization in its 
report to Congress. This report logs ac-
tivities from 1 June to 31 May, and keep-
ing track of dollars and hours along the 
way makes the report much easier to 
complete. Talk to your detachment adju-
tant for more information; the national 
form is here. 

 Young Sons: Engage the youngest of 
your members. Get them involved in 
activities, collaborate with your Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit or Depart-
ment’s Juniors Program, and allow them 
to participate. They are the future of the 
SAL, so get them involved. 

Series: What's in a Name? 

NVC Harl “Butch” Ray (IL) 

Contributor, “The Millennium” 

Fellow Sons, have you ever visited an Ameri-
can Legion Post during your travels and won-
dered who it is named after and why? 

The first post of The American Legion was 
the General John Joseph Pershing Post #1 in 
Washington DC, organized on March 7, 
1919, and obtained the first charter issued 
to any post in the Legion on May 19, 1919. 
The St. Louis caucus that same year decided 
that Legion posts should not be named after 
living persons, and as such the very first post 
changed its name to the George Washington 
Post # 1. 

Since that time hundreds if not thousands of 
American Legion Posts nationwide have 
been named after deceased veterans in hon-
or of their service to our country. 

Wayne Miner American Legion Post # 149 

The 101-year-old Wayne Miner American 
Legion Post 149 in Kansas City is the second-
oldest African American Legion post in the 
nation. This Legion post is named after a 
heroic former Kansas City resident, Pvt. 
Wayne Miner, a soldier in the Army’s all-
Black 92nd Division. As World War I drew to 
a close, Miner died when he volunteered to 
take ammunition to the front line. He is be-
lieved to be among the last soldiers killed in 
that war.  This post is dedicated to making 
sure his heroism and dedication to country 
are remembered.  

Becker-Chapman American Legion Post # 
138 

Most residents of Waterloo, Iowa likely 
know that their city was the home of the five 
Sullivan brothers, all members of the USS 
Juneau crew who died when the cruiser was 
sunk on Nov. 13, 1942, during World War II. 
But some of those same residents did not 
know there were two other military heroes 
from their community who perished in com-
bat decades earlier in World War I. Fred 
Becker and Carl Chapman, local football 
stars who went on to play in college before 
joining the U.S. military in World War I, were 
both killed in action in 1918. Becker and 
Chapman were both 22 years old at the time 
of their deaths. They gave up their lives for 
the freedom of this country. Becker and 
Chapman were both local football stars in 
rival teams. After high school, Fred Becker 
played football at the University of Iowa 

before joining the U.S. Marines. He was killed 
while leading an attack on a German ma-
chine gun nest near Vierzon, France, on June 
18, 1918. He was responsible for destroying 
the gun emplacement but died when hit by a 
shell fragment. His service earned him the 
Distinguished Service Cross and the French 
Croix de Guerre. Carl Chapman, who gradu-
ated from West Waterloo High School, 
attended Amherst College in Massachusetts 
before leaving to join the ambulance corps in 
World War I. He eventually became a pilot 
and transferred into the Army’s 94th Aero 
Squadron. He was shot down during a dog-
fight over France on May 3, 1918, and is bur-
ied at a Lafayette Escadrille Memorial Ceme-
tery in France. 

Does your post home have a story to share 
about the veteran for which it is named? 
Email NVC Ray or the editor and we’ll include 
it in “The Millennium”.  

mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
mailto:mikepook@yahoo.com
mailto:butch.ilsal@gmail.com
mailto:saldistrict1@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/50IA1123%20SAL%20Consolidated%20Squadron%20Report%20-%20Fillable.pdf
mailto:butch.ilsal@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
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The American Legion's National Emer-
gency Fund Preparation Guide helps 
posts prepare for a natural disaster and 
apply for a National Emergency Fund 
grant.  

Grants from the National Emergency 
Fund are available — up to $3,000 to 
Legionnaires and SAL members dis-
placed due to damages to their primary 
residence from declared natural disas-
ters, and up to $10,000 for Legion 
posts that have been 
damaged by a natural 
disaster and whose 
programs and activi-
ties within the com-
munity have been 
impacted. 

 
Download the  
National Emergency Fund  
(NEF) Preparation Guide 
 

Find out more about NEF 

www.legion.org/
emergency  

SEPTEMBER IS 

 AMERICAN LEGION  

NATIONAL DISASTER  

PREPAREDNESS MONTH 

As reported earlier this year, in July of 2023, 
the Sons of the American Legion Detachment 
of Wisconsin was invited to speak with grade 
school children at the WI Army National 
Guard’s “Badger 
Youth Camp”. It 
was very well re-
ceived by the chil-
dren and staff re-
sulting in an invita-
tion to address the 
campers in 2024. 

On June 22 of this 
year, we rolled out 
a slightly expanded 
version of our first 
year’s presentation 
to about 100 chil-
dren. Split into two groups, we had an inter-
active session of 90 minutes each. Since the 
weather was threatening, we moved in-
doors. But once again, the SAL members in 
attendance had a great time meeting and 
speaking with these children.  

We explained how the American Flag came 
into being, how the design has changed from 
its first inception, and what the stars and 
stripes and their colors mean. 

Once again we acted out the Johnny Cash 
song “That Ragged Old Flag”; written into a 
play by Past State Auxiliary President Joyce 
Bouhl. We explained how TAPS came into 
being, and recited the words that were later 
attributed to it. Each child also had the op-
portunity to get hands on instruction on how 
to fold Old Glory.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and 

explained, as was proper protocol when the 
Flag is presented. Although inside this year, 
we explained the proper manner in which to 
retire a flag that is no longer suitable for 
display.  

The culmination of each session was ques-
tion and answer with several veterans.  

I’m thrilled to report the SAL have now be-
come a permanent part of the Badger Youth 
Camp experience, and one we’re looking 
forward to for many years to come. 

Please consider contacting your State and 
see if there are similar 
programs for active-duty 
military youth. Children 
say goodbye to a parent, 
and frequently have no 
one their age to talk 
with … especially chil-
dren living in more rural 
areas. Camp provides 
an opportunity to real-
ize they are not alone, and that others have 
the same fears and questions.  

It is a wonderful way to help set aside and 
uncertainty as well as making news friends.  

WI Assistant Adjutant Randy Timms, the 
author, invites anyone interested in running 
a program like this to contact him 

at saldistrict1@gmail.com. 

Badger Youth Camp  

Randy Timms (WI), Staff  

Contributor “The Millennium” 

Submitted Photo: Detach-
ment Commander Allen 

Watry (WI) showing a 
camper how to fold the flag  

Submitted Photo: SAL members and Camp staff that 
worked together during Badger Youth Camp.  

Submitted Photo 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/103IA0618%20NEF%20Preparation%20Guide_0.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/103IA0618%20NEF%20Preparation%20Guide_0.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/103IA0618%20NEF%20Preparation%20Guide_0.pdf
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/emergency
mailto:Saldistrict1@gmail.com
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The Newshound 
A special section for the Young Sons of The American Legion  

The National Americanism Commission holds its  

Children and Youth Academy at the National Convention in New Orleans 

Did you know 
that your  

squadron can 
run a program  

of study geared  
towards your 

younger  
members? 

 
A national award of 
recognition may be 

presented to those who have complet-
ed the Ten Ideals Program. This medal 
is available through National Emblem 
Sales, for completing a program of Pat-
riotism, Health, Knowledge, Training, 
Honor, Faith, Helpfulness, Courtesy, 
Reverence, & Comradeship.  
 
This is a great way to engage your 
young members at the local level, and 
help train the future of the Sons of The 
American Legion. 
 
Email the editor for resources used in 
his home detachment to help adminis-
ter this award. 
 
The award is available through Emblem 
Sales here currently for $16.99. 

The Ten Ideals Award 

Henry Hasselhan V (NJ-311), who was last month’s 

“Newshound”, collects money for Child Welfare Foun-

dation (CWF) at convention in New Orleans (below; 

photo submitted by Henry Hasselhan III), and (above) 

young Henry stands with CWF Committee Chairman 

Mark Nave talking about the $4,000 he’s raised on the 

24 August session of the National Convention. (photo 

copyright Jeff Thorne Photography) 

Chairman Chris Casey (NE, pictured above) 
and the National Americanism Commission 
held their annual Children and Youth Acade-

my at the National 
Convention in 
New Orleans on 
Saturday 24 Au-
gust. The Acade-
my was geared 
towards school-
aged children, 
involving both our 
Young Sons and 
American Legion 
Auxiliary Juniors. 
The training for 
the nine students 
included classes 
on flag education, 

Facebook Photo 

Facebook Photo 

the ALA Patch Programs, and a Louisiana 
State Police vehicle display and education 
program.  

Graduates of the 2024 National Children and Youth Academy - Jeff Thorne Photography 

“The Millennium” is looking for Young Sons to write 
about in the future! 

Know of anyone in your home squadron or detachment? Let us 
know—email the editor at rusty.myers@ymail.com !  

“The earlier we engage 
our youth, the brighter 

our future will be” 
 

-Chris Casey (NE), Americanism  
Commission Chairman 2023-24 

mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
https://emblem.legion.org/SAL-Ten-Ideals-Medal/productinfo/517.010/
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
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The Sons On Social Media: A snap-
shot of the SAL around the country 

Squadron 70 (Easton, MD) presents a check to the 

Grandparents Club of White Marsh School. The dona-

tion in the amount of $1,000.00 will go towards 

school supplies, gift boxes and a Thanksgiving dinner 

event for students and parents of White Marsh.  

Squadron 1711 (Levittown, NY) having fun on their 

Annual Fishing Trip  

Squadron 49 (Fair Haven, VT) handing out awards at 

their car show in late July.  

Squadron 108 (Franklin NC) in helping the Legion 

Riders Macon Post 108 donate an E bike to the Frank-

lin Police Department  

Members of Seeley B. Parish Squadron 457 (NY) gave 

a Flag Education and Etiquette program for 130 Mid-

lakes 5th grade students where they were each pre-

sented with a small flag, a program, and a comic book  

The Detachment of NY presents a  $15,069 donation 

to the kids at the Tusten Youth Commission. 

Squadron 112 (Benson, NE) spent some quality time 

with some of the residents at the Eastern Nebraska 

Veterans Home serving BBQ pulled pork. 

Squadron 375 (Mukwonago, WI) participates in their 

posts’s blood drive (Mike Pook photo)  

Squadron 86 (Alcester, SD) receives their charter and 

their SAL Flag. Welcome to the Legion family!  

Squadron 421 (Central City, IA) receives its charter. 
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The Sons On Social Media: Pictures 
from the National Convention 

The delegation from the Detachment of Arizona at 

convention. 

PDC Bob Bascou (NJ), COTA President and CEO Rick 

Lofgren, and Wil Fetterman (NJ). 

Michigan Detachment Commander Todd Van Dam  in 

New Orleans. 

The Detachment of California in their Hawaiian shirts 

Singing “God Bless America” at the “Four Corners 

Party” in New Orleans. 

Casey Hanson (SD), recipient of National George B. 

Evans Grassroots' Veterans Advocate of The Year 

Award . 

Marty Widmer (NJ), recipient of the 2024 Marvin P. 

Nay Outstanding Veterans Employment and Educa-

tion Contributor of the Year Award and 2024 Charles 

B. Rigsby Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Volun-

teer of the Year Award. 

Boys Nation President Morgan Johnson (Squadron 20, 

For Gibson, OK) speaking at the convention. 

The New York Delegation to the National Convention. 

The Illinois Delegation to the National Convention. 
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The 52nd  
National Convention 

in Pictures  
Courtesy of Jeff Thorne  

Photography 
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2024 Snapshots of Service Winners 

1st Place, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation: Wil-

liam Zeb Longest Squadron No. 42 - Floyds Knobs, IA 

The Sons of The American Legion Public and Media Communications Commission runs a national “Snapshots of Service” contest each year. 
Photos submitted to the program have to represent one of the Four Pillars: Americanism, Children and Youth, National Security, or Veterans 
Affairs and Rehabilitation, and show Sons at work wearing either their SAL cover or identifiable clothing.  

2nd Place, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation:  

Orville H. Frank Squadron No. 742 - Fairview, PA 

3rd Place, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation: 

Loudon Squadron No. 257 - Loudonville, OH 

1st Place, Children and Youth: Edgar L. Herrick 

Squadron No. 42 - Arlington, SD 

2nd Place, Children and Youth: Henry "Gene" Burton, 

Sr. Memorial Squadron No. 13 - Sitka, AK 

3rd Place, Children and Youth: Belleville Squadron 

No. 105 - Belleville, NJ 

1st Place, Americanism: Mooney-Long Squadron No. 

279 - Blue Mound, KS 

1st Place, National Security: Belleville Squadron No. 

105 - Belleville, NJ 

2nd Place, National Security: Loudon Squadron No. 

257 - Loudonville, OH 

3rd Place, National Security: Dover Squadron No. 8 - 

Dover, New Hampshire 

2nd Place, Americanism: Hopewell Valley Squadron 

No. 339 - Hopewell, NJ 

3rd Place, Americanism: Westfield Squadron No. 124 

- Westfield, MA 
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COTA at the 2024 National 

Convention 

The National Public & Media Communica-
tions Committee has created this Im-
portant Web Links document for our mem-
bers, as well as for all members of the 
American Legion Family, to use to get to 
some of our most important websites.   

SAL National Web Site 
https://www.legion.org/sons 

Publications and Forms (SDR, Handbook, 
Awards and much more) 
https://www.legion.org/sons/publications 

Subscribe to Newsletters (requires signing 
into MyLegion.org) 
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/
My-Account/Opt-In-Out 

Newsletter Digital Archives 
https://www.legion.org/library/258352/50
-years-sons-american-legion-newsletters-
now-available 

Be The One 
https://www.legion.org/betheone 

Voter Voice 
https://www.votervoice.net/
AmericanLegion/home 

Membership Reports 
https://www.legion.org/sons/membership-
reports 

SAL Resolutions 
https://www.legion.org/sons/resolutions 

Future Meetings 
https://www.legion.org/sons/events 

Emblem Sales Digital Catalog 
https://emblem.legion.org/catalog-
legion.asp 

Important Web Links Rick Lofgren, CEO 

Children's Organ Transplant Association 

During the 52nd annual Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion Convention in New Orleans, Indi-
ana Detachment Commander Paul Rush was 
invited on stage by national commander “JR” 
Hall to present a check for $66,000 from the 
Detachment of Indiana. COTA Executive Di-
rector of Development Ryan Gallagher ac-
cepted this incredible gift – which also hap-
pens to be the largest donation of any de-
tachment to COTA in both organizations' 
history. 

After commander Rush and Mr. Gallagher 
left the stage, National Commander Hall wel-
comed longtime Legion leader and dual 
member Dennis Boland to the stage. Mr. 
Boland has served in a number of leadership 
roles over the past 40 years, including the 
chair of the Children & Youth Committee, 
the Child Welfare Foundation board chair, 
and a member of the NEC. During his com-
ments, Mr. Boland highlighted the great 
work that the Sons do every day, and men-
tioned the support that the Detachment of 
Indiana and Commander Rush provided CO-
TA as a perfect example of how The Ameri-
can Legion Family works.  
 
Throughout the weekend of national con-
vention meetings and activities, Sons mem-
bers were educated on many aspects of how 
the Legion has been impacted by 
their support, and highlighted the 
fact that the SAL has now contribut-
ed more than $10 million to help the 
Child Welfare Foundation – a num-
ber that is one half of the total con-
tributions to the Child Welfare Foun-
dation of $20 million. 
 

During a dinner following Commander 
Rush’s presentation, COTA honored the De-
tachment of Indiana, and the Departments 
of New Jersey and Florida. Since the last 
convention in Charlotte, The American Le-
gion Family raised a record of more than 
$200,000 for COTA kids. 
 
Aside from the Detachment of Indiana, CO-
TA was also Department Commanders Mi-
chael “Gambler” Raymond’s project in Flori-
da, and though not Department of New Jer-
sey Commander Larry Bishop's primary pro-
ject, he and Children & Youth chair Andy 
Jackson and COTA representative Doug Her-
rin raised a record amount to help COTA kids 
– totaling over $90,000.  
 
SAL PNVC Mike Cotton, assisted as well rais-
ing approximately $9,000 from the Delaware 
Legion Family bringing to total raised to help 
transplant kids and families to more than 
$225,000. 
 
This past year, three of these four depart-
ments and detachments held a contest to 
see who could raise the most money by wa-
gering pizza from New Jersey, tenderloins 
from Indiana, and oranges from Florida to 
be paid to the winning Legion family entity.  
Combined, these four Legion Families have 

raised more than $200,000, along with the 
Sons in Arizona and Georgia who have also 
joined forces. Incoming Department com-

manders Andy Jackson of New 
Jersey and Chris Hamrick of 
Florida will be joined this year 
by Detachment of Arizona 
Commander Mike Bryant 
adopting COTA as one of their 
projects as well.  

 
COTA’s Gallagher noted that COTA families 

love to speak at 
Detachment events, 
and invites anyone 
to contact him at 
ryan@cota.org for 
more information 
or to schedule a 
speaker. In fact, at 
the request of Past 
Detachment Com-

mander Chris Balsley (AZ), a 20+ year kidney 
transplant recipient spoke at their detach-
ment convention in June, sharing how the 
Legion Family impacts COTA kids and fami-
lies around the nation.  

Submitted Photo: COTA’s Ryan Gallagher (left) and  
Detachment Commander Paul Rush (IN) at the  

National Convention  

Submitted Photo: COTA’s Rick Lofgren and Ryan 
Gallagher with Department of New Jersey COTA 

Team Leader, Doug Herrin.  

Submitted Photo: Dave 
Pearson (IN), Commander 
Paul Rush (IN) and COTA’s 
Ryan Gallagher. 

https://www.legion.org/sons
https://www.legion.org/sons/publications
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/My-Account/Opt-In-Out
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/My-Account/Opt-In-Out
https://www.legion.org/library/258352/50-years-sons-american-legion-newsletters-now-available
https://www.legion.org/library/258352/50-years-sons-american-legion-newsletters-now-available
https://www.legion.org/library/258352/50-years-sons-american-legion-newsletters-now-available
https://www.legion.org/betheone
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home
https://www.legion.org/sons/membership-reports
https://www.legion.org/sons/membership-reports
https://www.legion.org/sons/resolutions
https://www.legion.org/sons/events
https://emblem.legion.org/catalog-legion.asp
https://emblem.legion.org/catalog-legion.asp
mailto:ryan@cota.org
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Honoring The Fallen in New Jersey 

Marty Widmer (NJ), Chaplain,  

Camden County SAL Committee 

Congress introduced the Medal of Honor in 
1861 as a way of showing our nation’s grati-
tude and appreciation for a service mem-
ber’s gallantry during combat. The President 
of the United States has awarded more than 
3,520 Medals of Honor, most posthumously. 

To honor the twelve Medal of Honor recipi-
ents in Camden County, New Jersey, the 
American Legion Fami-
ly, in conjunction with 
the Camden County 
Veteran’s Affairs 
Office, began research-
ing the final resting 
places of these valiant 
warriors. It was deter-
mined that six of the 
veterans were laid to 
rest within Camden 
County, of which five received a Medal of 
Honor observance at their grave sites on the 
National Medal of Honor Day.  

The sixth veteran, Richard Hamilton’s grave 
had been “lost to history.”  This Civil War 
hero in the US Navy, served on board the US 
Picket Boat #1 in action on October 27, 
1864, with the mission of sinking the Con-
federate ironclad Albemarle. While the mis-
sion was completed, Hamilton was captured 
and sent to Salisbury prison for the remain-
der of the war. Sadly, Hamilton’s health was 
so deteriorated from the Confederate pris-
on, that he died two months after his release 
in 1865. 

Unfortunately, many of our Civil War veter-
an’s graves are fading, destroyed, or decay-

ing in our cemeteries. The grave markers 
become unreadable, and paperwork of site 
locations becomes lost in the void of files.  

With the assistance of the Medal of Honor 
Historical Society of the United States, the 
great-great-great nephew of Richard Hamil-
ton, Eric Umile, spent years validating ceme-
tery plots and military records to find the 
final resting place of his kin.  

Finally, on July 6, 2024, the 143rd anniver-
sary of the death of Richard Hamilton, his 
family, and the Camden County American 
Legion Family were able to dedicate a new 

gravestone and Medal of 
Honor marker to his 
memory at Evergreen 
Cemetery in Camden. 

Master of Ceremonies, 
Harry Deaner (Post 262 
Audubon, NJ), led this 
beautiful event with the 
Color Guard from Post 
68, Merchantville, NJ.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by Hen-
ry Hasselhan IV (Squadron 311, Atco, NJ). 
Each of the Camden County American Le-
gion Families presented a memorial wreath 
at the gravesite - 
Camden County 
American Legion 
County Commander 
James Logan, Cam-
den County Auxiliary 
by County President 
Annette McColley, 
Camden County 
Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion by Coun-
ty Commander 
Charles Ross and 
County Chaplain 

Photos courtesy of ShannonLee Widmer (ALA NJ-286)  

Submitted Photo: Richard Hamilton’s Headstone 

“We must honor our  

veterans while they are 
alive, and keep their 

memory going after they 
have passed”  
Marty Widmer (NJ) 

Submitted Photo: Members of Camden County's 
Legion, Sons, and Auxiliary alongside National Chap-

lain Jeffrey Hicks (NJ) at Evergreen Cemetery 

Marty Widmer. The Sons of The American 
Legion, National Headquarters, also present-
ed a memorial wreath by National Chaplain 
Jeffrey Hicks and New Jersey NEC Robert 
Phillips. 

This somber event brought closure to the 
family and shed light on the need for care of 
our veterans’ grave sites. We must honor 
our veterans while they are alive, and keep 
their memory going after they have passed. 

 
Contributed by Marty Widmer (NJ), the SAL Cam-
den County Committee Chaplain, and recipient of 
the 2024 Marvin P. Nay Outstanding Veterans 
Employment and Education Contributor of the 
Year Award and 2024 Charles B. Rigsby Veterans 
Affairs and Rehabilitation Volunteer of the Year 
Award. 

Submitted Photo: The 
wreath provided by SAL 
National Headquarters 

Submitted Photo: 2023-24 National Chaplain Jeffrey 
Hicks (NJ) and NJ NEC Robert Phillips, Jr. salute Ham-

ilton’s grave after placing a wreath 

Proud Possessors  
of a  

Priceless Heritage 
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