
Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of Wisconsin 

Winter Detachment Executive Committee Minutes January 17, 2026 

Opening 
 
Call to Order  
Saturday January 17, 2026 Detachment Commander Christopher Dannenmann (434) called to order the Winter 
Detachment Executive Committee meeting being held in Green Bay, WI at 2:00 pm. 
 
Salute the Colors 
 
Invocation Included a special prayer for Detachment Finance Chairman Tom Petrie (189) 
 
POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony.  The POW/MIA prayer was presented by Honorary Detachment Assistant 
Chaplain Leonard Gruber (033). 
 
Blue Star Banner Ceremony 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Reciting of the S.A.L. Preamble 
 
Blue Star Banner Ceremony 
 
Welcome by Detachment Commander Christopher Dannenmann (434) 
 

Roll Call of Detachment Officers 
Taken by the Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245).  Voting Officers: 

Detachment Commander Christopher Dannenmann (434) Present 

Detachment Vice Commander Steven R. DuBois (143) Excused 

Detachment Vice Commander Jeremy Mason (015) Present 

Detachment Vice Commander Dave Hodgson (522) Present 

Detachment Vice Commander Randy Timms (375) Present 

Detachment Chaplain John L'Huillier (434) Present 

Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Rick Helms (070) Present 

Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Ray Dzieciol (534) Absent 

National Executive Committeeman Christopher Sherman (071) Present 

Alternate National Executive Committeeman Mike Pook (375) Present 

Past Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038) Present 

Past Detachment Commander David Fuller (209) Absent 

Past Detachment Commander Robert Sirovina, Jr. (434) Present 

1st District Commander Michael A. Hellquist (021) Present 

2nd District Commander Dave Hodgson (522) Present 

3rd District Commander Dave Havlik (491) Excused 

4th District Commander Terry Barrington (416) Present 

6th District Commander Shawn D. McCrary (075) Present 

7th District Commander Scott Johnson (051) Absent 

9th District Commander Robert G Seide (038) Present 

10th District Commander Rick A. Talford (291) Present 
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Roll Call of Non-Voting Detachment Officers 

Detachment Judge Advocate Allen Watry (038) Present 

Detachment Historian Mike Pook (375) Present 

Detachment Adjutant David R. Faust (245) Present 

Detachment Assistant Adjutant Christopher Sherman (071) Present 

Department S.A.L. Chairman Christopher Dannenmann (434) Present 

Honorary Detachment Assistant Chaplain Leonard Gruber (033) Present 

 
Detachment Commander Christopher Dannenmann recognized 3rd District Vice Commander Alan McCormick 
(229)   to represent the 3rd District with voice but no vote. 
 

Introduction of Guests 
The following guests were introduced: 

• SAL National Vice Commander Frank Meraz, Jr (CA) was introduced. 
 

Presentation of New Charters 
Representative from the following new squadrons were present to receive their charters and starter packets: 

• Liscum Brothers Squadron 482 Bagley 

• Magnus Anderson Squadron 399 Okauchee 

• Weinsch-Gilbert-Patten-Gillett Inc Squadron 353 Cornell 

• Rogers-Oestrich Hancock-Coloma Squadron 343 Hancock 

• Homer Lee Parkinson Inc Squadron 170 Mineral Point 

• Gray-Wachter-Murphy Inc Squadron 229 Mt. Hope 
 

Reading of the Previous Minutes 
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Christopher Sherman (071).   
Allen Watry (038) made a motion to approve the minutes as published.  The motion was seconded by Shawn 
McCrary (075) and passed. 
 
 

Official Correspondence 
Detachment Adjutant David R. Faust (245) stated there was no official correspondence to report on. 
 

Detachment Officer Reports 
 
Detachment Vice Commander – Steven R. DuBois (143) Districts (10, 11, 12) along with District Commanders. 
No report as Vice Commander DuBois was travelling. 
 
Detachment Vice Commander – Jeremy Mason (015) Districts (2, 6, 9) along with District Commanders. 
See attached report.  In addition, Vice Commander Mason thanked everyone for their support amid scheduling 
conflicts; attended deployment ceremony in Two Rivers; distributed 250 ALF dogs to service member familys; 
focus to maintain/build ALF dog stock; shared family history donation to West Allis Historical Society; invited 
District 2 and 6 commanders to add updates. 
District 6 Commander Shawn McCrary (075) Reflected on deployment experiences; emphasized “Be the One” 
and Buddy Checks.  He had a positive engagement at a Legion meeting in Two Rivers potential new squadron 
formation.  Neenah Squadron 33 reorganized: 47 members, ~75% under 18; focus on youth mentoring and 
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American values.  Promoted Ten Ideals and Five Point Program; info available.  “Freezing for a Reason” event on 
February 14: spaghetti dinner, overnight, pancake breakfast; National Commander Clancy to attend; awareness 
for those without warm homes.  Outreach offered for squadron visitations/Q&A; recognition of Mount Calvary 
Squadron 454 for membership efforts.  Awards banquet planned; District 6 Son of the Year award reinstated; 
submissions through end of midwinter conference. 
District 9 Commander Bob Seide (038) welcomed everyone to the 9th District for MidWinter; return invited for 
state convention in July at Post 38 Appleton.  First fellowship event: St. Norbert’s hockey game Friday the 30th.  
Summer plan: present colors at Wisconsin Timber Rattlers game with all-SAL color guard.  Planning community 
events for America’s 250th anniversary with local posts.  Members active in oratorical, honor guard, color 
guards, baseball; broad community representation. 
 
 
Detachment Vice Commander – Dave Hodgson (522) Districts (3, 7, 8) along with District Commanders. 
District 3 roughly at 90% membership, likely second place.  Districts 7 and 8 have strong enthusiasm but slower 
membership processing; payments later in cycle.  One representative from District 7 absent; District 8 seeking 
another district commander.  Emphasized transparency, visibility, in-person engagement; adding new 
squadrons; togetherness and fun. 
District 3 Vice Commander Alan McCormick (229) said the SAL previously unknown in Grant County; progress 
with new charters in Grant County.  Planned September second Saturday event in Dodgeville: four-person relay 
for veteran suicide awareness; includes pastors, CVSOs, counselors, resources.  Exploring a homeless veterans 
facility in Mazomanie by acquiring an old motel (14 rooms plus 4-bedroom, 3-bath house) for families displaced 
by disasters; program to provide housing, clothing, education, medical support for 24–30 months.  Ongoing 
community education about SAL and squadron formation benefits. 
 
 
Detachment Vice Commander – Randy Timms (375) Districts (1, 4, 5) along with District Commanders. 
District 1: 688 renewals out of 823 (83.6%) as of two days ago; one “goose egg” due to offline reporting by 
Squadron 405. 
District 4: 205 out of 283 (72.44%); four of seven squadrons at 100%, one at 101.4%; Squadron 120 under review 
after building sale; son installed as new commander following previous commander’s passing. 
District 5: 2 out of 15 (13.3%); potential dissolution; transfers from Squadron 16 (Greendale) to Squadron 416 
anticipated; Charles King Post intends to close with funds allocation underway. 
Combined Districts 1, 4, 5: 895 renewed vs. 1125 goal; working with District 4 Commander Barrington; 
leadership succession plan to be implemented. 
District 1 Plans and Leadership Succession.  Intent to meet every squadron commander; implement leadership 
succession plan; Badge Youth Camp discussion deferred. 
Operation Homeless Veterans / “Freezing for a Reason” Events.  District 1 Hartland event Feb 13–14: sleep-out 
in cardboard boxes and small tents; originated as “Freezing with a Reason,” raised $380,000 over six years; 
$100,000 two years ago; national commander visiting from New York. 
Second District event: Post 457 in Mequon, Feb 20 5:00 PM to Feb 21 noon; raffles and donations supporting 
communities and department programs; national commander and vice commander visits tied to sleepouts; 
details emailed. 
 
 
Detachment Chaplain – John L'Huillier (434) 
See attached report.  Sent cards and correspondence to Legion family members.  Attended Legion family 
funerals and memorials.  Participated in community and Legion family events and contributed as a volunteer. 
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Detachment Historian – Mike Pook (375) – will combine with Alternate National Executive Committeeman 
report. 
See attached report. 
 
 
National Executive Committeeman – Christopher Sherman (071) 
See attached report.  “Flying Flags for Heroes” Year-End Reporting 
Wisconsin NEC mentioned the program; members must log in and submit counts of flags placed by year-end to 
show full support. 
Access to Commission and Committee Materials 
October commission/committee meeting scripts to be attached to minutes; members encouraged to review 
reports and VCF contributions; Commander Clancy’s holiday message included. 
Motion passed to accept committees/commissions minutes reported this morning and to include in minutes. 
 
 
Alternate National Executive Committeeman – Mike Pook (375) 
See attached report. 
 
Without object the above reports were accepted and filed. 
 
Detachment Commander – Christopher Dannenmann (434) 
See attached report. 
 
Name/Sqdn made a motion to approve the Detachment Commander’s reports as given and submitted.   
The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
 

American Legion Past National Commander Denise Rohan 
American Legion Past National Commander Denise Rohan, representing the Selective Service System, presented 
some information. 

• Registration required for those born male ages 18–25 at sss.gov. 

• NDAA passed in December introduced automatic registration; targeted by end of December; full 
automatic registration by December 2026. 

• Those turning 25 this year may be missed and must manually register. 

• Wisconsin ties student aid to registration; federal COVID-era changes loosened checks. 

• Seeking at least three volunteers per county for local boards; applications at sss.gov; Q&A on impacts for 
federal/state loans and government business. 

 

Committee and Commission Reports 
 
Programs Committee – Terry Barrington (416) 

Americanism – Shawn D. McCrary (075) 
See attached 
 
Children & Youth – Robert Sirovina, Jr. (434) 
See attached 
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National Security – John Hoeft II (234) 
See attached 
 
Veteran’s Affairs & Rehabilitation – John Edelblute, IV (434) 
See attached 
 

Finance Commission – Tom Petrie (189) 
See attached report. 
 
Internal Affairs Commission – Jeremy Mason (015) 

Legislative – Steven R. DuBois (143) 
See attached report. 
 
Membership – David Fuller (209) 
See attached report. 
 
Officer Development & Policy – Christopher Sherman (071) 
See attached report. 
 
Public Relations – Robert G Seide (038) 
See attached report. 
 
Convention Credentials, Resolutions, and Rules – Jeremy Mason (015) 
See attached report. 

 
 
Detachment Subcommittee on Resolutions – Detachment Subcommittee on Resolutions Chairman Allen Watry 
(038) gave his report.  See attached report. 
 
 

Resolutions, Motions and Petitions  

Resolutions presented, and attached, were: 
There were no resolutions. 
 
 

SAL National Vice Commander Frank Meraz, Jr. 
Thank you members here from the detachment of Wisconsin.  I am a 45 year member of the Sons, I belong to Ed 
Stewart Squadron Number 803 in Stockton, California. I am very proud to be here this weekend. My eligibility is 
through my grandfather who was in the Coast Guard in World War Two, and I am proud to say he was a Golden 
Gloves champion for the 147 pound division in the Pacific Fleet. So, I have his belt buckle with me today, and I 
will have when we do the presentations at the Who You Are Serving For. 
I have held numerous detachment offices, numerous squadron offices. Currently, the squadron adjutant, my 21-
year-old son is our commander. Currently serving on the finance commission as the chairman for the 
detachment. And a couple of years back, you guys remember a guy named Michael Fox? I was his aide when he 
was National Commander. He kind of pushed me to go to national. I started seeing a lot of old faces, a lot of new 
faces. 
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He also pushed me into a different comfort zone. So, there's any you know repercussions about that it's like, 
well now I got a gold cover that I never expected and it's an honor to serve each and every veteran that has 
fought for the United States and for the freedom. And we have the luxury of being able to say 250 years of 
freedom on the fourth of July. Hey. And with that thank you guys very much for the opportunity to speak here 
today. And I salute you all thank you. 
 
Detachment Commander Dannenmann asked the Sergeant-at-Arms to bring forward past Department Vice 
Commander Jerry Hook for a special presentation to National Vice Commander Meraz.  Jerry is from the Real 
Dairy State! This is Jerry Hook from world champion Hook's Cheese. 
 
Jerry Hook: If our cows aren't happy today, they'll be happy this summer. The milk they produce allows us to 
produce the cheese that we do and send it all over, The United States and all over the world. On behalf of my 
family, I would love to present this to you. There is a ten-year cheddar in there, pepper jack, truffle cheddar as 
well as Colby which is the world champion cheese that my sister-in-law made.  She's the only woman who's ever 
won the overall championship. So we're very proud to be able to present this cheese to you and so that you can 
take it back to California now. I will take, Give you some advice, though, because when I presented it to our 
national commander as he was the leading candidate, he took it and put it in his carry-on. Well, they stopped 
him at TSA because they thought it was explosives. So you may want to put that in your baggage that goes on 
the plane.  
 
Detachment Commander Dannenmann then mentioned to Vice Commander Meraz that he will be presenting a 
bottle called the Lambeau Leap with a green and gold top on it later this evening. 
 

Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
 

Appointments 
There were no appointments 
 
 

New Business 
There was not any new business 
 
 

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion 
Presentation of checks: 

• Mark Pape Squadron 294 Hartland $1,000.00 for Operation ALF 

• Mike Pook Squadron 375 and Auxiliary 375 $600.00 for Operation ALF 

• Alan McCormick – 3rd District SAL $1,300.00+ for Operation ALF 

• Shawn McCrary for Omro American Legion Family $300.00 for Operation ALF. 
 
Shawn Mcrary wanted to recognize our Sergeant-at-Arms, Rick Helms. Him and I worked together at EAA, and 
this past July, he saved a life. I heard his radio call sign over the radio that he was the first responder at one of 
the hangars. Later in the day, I was out there with my dad waiting for the old war honor flights to fly in and had 
a security officer. His name is Butch Dodson. He's an admiral, standing near dad and I, and one of the vice 
presidents of EAA. Butch calls my dad, "Big John." He goes, "Big John, you know Rick Helms?" He goes, "Yeah, 
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the Legion guy."  He said, "Well, this guy saved a life today. Maybe quick action to respond to an unresponsive 
person at the hangar. He's a hero”.  I just wanted to recognize him for his quick response that day. 
 
Pat Gryskiewicz reported the basket raffle had three unclaimed baskets.  Randy Timms then auctioned them off, 
raising an additional $155.00 for a grand total of $1,531.00 for Operation ALF. 
 
All donations combined for a total of $4,731.00 for Operation ALF. 
 
 

Announcements 
Detachment Commander Christopher Dannenmann (434) called on Detachment Judge Advocate Allen Watry 
(038) to provide a statement about our standing with Badger Youth Camp. 
 
Judge Advocate Watry mentioned that we as an organization need to be using resolutions more often when 
making decisions.  Regarding the Badger Youth Camp chair, that was established by a motion which did not 
define the structure of the position nor term.  As a result, that became an ad hoc appointment which then 
expired at the end of the ’24-’25 administrative year.  Since it was not renewed, the position no longer exists. 
 
 

Closing 
 
Benediction 
 
Retirement of the POW/MIA Chair Cover 
 
Commander’s Charge 
 
Retirement of the Colors 
 
Adjournment 
With no other business, Detachment Commander Christopher Dannenmann (434) declared the January 17, 2026 
Winter Detachment Executive Committee meeting adjourned at 3:57 pm. 

 
Detachment Assistant Adjutant 
Christopher Sherman (071)  



Sons of The American Legion Proud 
Detachment of Wisconsin Possessors 
2930 American Legion Dr  of a 
Portage  WI  53901 Priceless 
(608) 745-1090  Heritage 
wisal.org 
 

From: Commander Christopher Dannenmann, Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of WI  

To: Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of Wisconsin 

Date: 17 January 2026 

Subject: Commander’s Report to the 2026 Midwinter Detachment Executive Committee 
 

To the Officers, Committee members, visitors and honored guests, 
 

The state of the Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of Wisconsin is strong. 
 

Welcome aboard to all of our newest members and squadrons throughout the state. We currently 

have 7 new squadrons that have been chartered so far this year. Thank you for choosing the Sons of 

The American Legion to honor your family members who have served. Special thanks to all of the 

Post, District, Detachment, Blue cappers and dual members. Your selflessness dedication to The 

American Legion Family, its heritage and legacy shines because of YOU. 
 

The ALF Dogs continue to be a favorite with each event we attend. We recently had three events 

scheduled in three different locations on the same day. Then, it snowed… a lot. Two of the events 

went well, handing out over 400 ALF Dogs. The third event in Milwaukee was not so lucky. Mother 

Nature snowed-in our trailer and the plows ran behind schedule. It’s Wisconsin- it happens.  
 

Events: 

• National Auxiliary President Pam Ray was in Wisconsin November 28th to December 1st.  

• The SAL National Commander Bill Clancy here February 13-15 to participate in the Operation 

Homeless Vets at Hartland and the Freezin’ for a Reason event in Fond du Lac.  He plans to 

sleep out at both events. 

• Save the date April 11 2026 joint testimonial dinner The Clubs at Strawberry Creek 

o  14810 72nd St, Kenosha, WI 53142. 

• Register for National American Legion Basic College 

• Register and attend WALC and become an alumni 

• Due your weekly & monthly buddy checks + widows and orphans 

• Prepare your CSR’s. Fill out the paperwork and submit it to Detachment 

• Attend our monthly Zoom meetings 

• Vice-Commander update calls 

• My gratitude and thanks to our Vice-Commanders for attending the Midwinter Conference and 

various meetings across the state within TAL Family; Department, Sons, Auxiliary and Riders. 

• COLUMBIA Protocol Training 
 

Upcoming events: 

o Washington Conference & Wreath Laying 

o Lincoln Pilgrimage 

o Oratorical 

o LEBW Tissue Transport 

o ALRA Meetings 

o Operation Comfort Warrior 

o Freez’n for a Reason 

o District & Squadron visits 
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You all have accomplished SO much- let’s keep track of the difference we are making. Whether its 

Operation Comfort Warrior, Badger Boys State, Child Well-Being Fund, or a Blood Drive. Report all of 

your Squadron activities on your CSR’s. Please send them into Detachment by June 1st so Congress 

can see what the Sons of The American Legion do to strengthen the Four Pillars of The American 

Legion. 

 

Where there is a need, there is a Son. 

 

Respectfully, 

Chris Dannenmann, Commander 
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Vice Commander Mason’s Report 

Overall Performance  

• Districts: 2, 6, 9 

• Squadrons: 43 

• Goal: 1,434 

• Current Membership: 1,333 

• Percent of Goal: 92.96% 

• Best-performing Vice Command grouping statewide 

• 100% Squadrons: 20 

• All-Time High Squadrons: 13 

• Renewal Rate: 81.87% 

• Remaining to 100%: 101 members 

• Zero-percent squadrons: 2 

 

District 2 Summary 

Counties: Jefferson, Columbia, Dodge, Washington, Ozaukee, Sheboygan 

• Squadrons: 23 

• Goal: 750 

• Current: 677 

• Percent of Goal: 90.27% 

• 100% Squadrons: 10 

• All-Time High: 6 

• Renewal Rate: 78.93% 

• Members Needed: 73 

Wins and Support needed 

• High-volume district with strong top performers (West Bend, Grafton, Mequon-

Thiensville, Port Washington). 

• Need support: Germantown (0%), Poynette (4.55%). 
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District 6 Summary 

Counties: Marquette, Green Lake, Fond du Lac, Winnebago, Calumet, Manitowoc 

• Squadrons: 11 

• Goal: 281 

• Current: 264 

• Percent of Goal: 93.95% 

• 100% Squadrons: 6 

• All-Time High: 4 

• Renewal Rate: 80.78% 

• Members Needed: 17 

Wins and Support needed 

• Standouts: Neenah, Mt. Calvary, St. Nazianz, Montello. 

• Needs help: Winneconne (0%). 

 

District 9 Summary 

Counties: Brown, Outagamie, Marinette, Oconto, Kewaunee, Door, etc. 

• Squadrons: 9 

• Goal: 403 

• Current: 392 

• Percent of Goal: 97.27% 

• 100% Squadrons: 4 

• All-Time High: 3 

• Renewal Rate: 88.09% (best of Mason districts) 

• Members Needed: 11 

Wins and Support needed 

• Appleton, Hortonville, Kimberly driving overperformance. 

• Green Bay and Wabeno lag. 
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Visits and support of C&Y for a few deployments, additional squadrons on the forefront.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jeremy Mason 

Detachment Vice Commander 

Districts 2, 6, and 9 



From: Mike Pook
To: Detachment of Wisconsin; Mike Pook
Subject: Mid winter conference reports
Date: Monday, January 12, 2026 9:14:34 AM

Written Report for Mid-Winter Conf

Historian & ANEC Report
By Mike Pook

Historian
The new 2025 - 2026 Yearbook has been formatted into a template, to layout page designs in a 
chorological order. The format is outlined by the National History Book rules. Squadron 
submissions have been low thus far. The Detachment Historian would like to take close up 
shots of the elected and appointed members of the DEC this weekend.

ANEC Report

The in-person meetings of the NEC is in the fall (October)and spring (May) and at National 

Convention (August). Between those dates are Zoom committee meetings.

Your ANEC is a staff member of the National SAL newsletter. In the December edition was a 
great article about our Quad member Tim Hyma, from Sparta 100. We have a monthly Zoom 
editorial meeting.

Another Zoom meeting, I have been invited to attend is the Media & Communications 
Commission, Kevin Chaplin is the Chair.

Sub-Committees on Scrapbook/Yearbook Judging Rules falls under several different 
committees

Bill Towns, past National Historian is on one Sub-Committee

Jeffery Hicks, Americanism Chair coordinated the Judging in 2025.

Sent out my recommendation via e-mail, to change the Judging Guidelines and Scoring 
criteria.

Currently the judging is subjective according to each judge. A new scoring criteria is needed, 
so that the judging will help to be fair overall.

1/10/26

mailto:mikepook@yahoo.com
mailto:adjutant@wisal.org
mailto:mikepook@yahoo.com


SAL Chaplain’s Report – January 17, 2026 

 

 Sent cards and correspondence to Legion family members. 

 Attended Legion family funerals and memorials. 

 Participated in community and Legion family events and contributed as a 

volunteer. 
 

Wisconsin SAL Detachment Chaplain 

John L’Huillier Jr. 



2026 Midwinter Conference Committee Meetings 
 
Programs Committee Reports Terry Barrington 
 
- Americanism Committee Report Shawn McCrary: 
  - Modernizing the scrapbook judging and submission system, aiming for fully digital submissions 

within five years. 
  - Initiative to increase Junior Shooting Sports Sons Awards from $2,500 to $10,000 for each of the 

top two champions. 
  - Flying Flags for Heroes program targets reporting one million flags placed nationwide; 

participants are urged to report their placements. 
 
- National Security Committee Report John Hoeft III: 
  - Programs include POW/MIA, Gold Star Families Day, Law Enforcement Career Academy, Junior 

ROTC, Operation Comfort Warriors, and Troop and Family Support Network. 
  - Emergency preparedness committee has not met since the fall DAC Zoom meeting. 
 
- Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation VA&R Report John Edelblute IV: 
  - Focus on services for veterans and families: VA facility volunteering, homeless veteran 

awareness, and Wreaths Across America. 
  - Advanced directive clinics available at VA facilities; veterans should contact their social worker. 
  - $5,000 grant provided to support transportation for cancer patients. 
  - Issues following VA Travel eligibility changes directing veterans to DAV Transportation without 

notice, causing distress and confusion. 
  - Veterans encouraged to use veteran service offices for filing disability claims instead of lawyers 

who take a percentage of benefits. 
  - Discussion noted that some counties have transportation programs while others do not; some 

restrict DAV transportation access. 
  - Requested update on closed veterans’ homes; no new information available. 
  - Rumor that Fisher House construction will begin in Middleton in July. 
 
- Children and Youth Report Presented by David Faust for Bob Sirovina, Jr.: 
  - Shipments of cases sent to Colorado Springs and Devils Lake, North Dakota. 
  - Policy is to help other detachments get started but not serve as ongoing supplier. 
  - Numerous donations from various units received, totaling nearly $8,900 since July. 
  - Participation in three pre-deployment ceremonies in one day in November. 
  - Estimated current count of dogs on hand is around 1,200. 
 
Internal Affairs Commission Reports Jeremy Mason 
 
- Legislative Update Jeremy Mason for Steven DuBois: 
  - Top priorities: veterans’ health crisis suicide prevention, toxic exposure benefits, military 

readiness funding, housing, pay, economic stability ending homelessness, GI Bill, and VA 
modernization. 

 
- Membership Update Jeremy Mason for David Fuller: 
  - Current membership: 4,058 83% of goal, 150 members ahead of last year. 



  - 52 squadrons at or above 100% of goal. 
  - Detachment has grown by 40 squadrons in seven years; seven new this year, totaling 140. 
  - Focus on recruitment, squadron development, and retention. 
 
- Officer Development Update Christopher Sherman: 
  - Discussion on leadership succession, emphasizing understanding squadron needs from 

detachment leadership. 
  - Importance of post revitalization; even healthy squadrons should seek growth opportunities. 
 
- Public Relations Update Bob Seide: 
  - Active posting of photos and event information on Facebook to promote the SAL. 
  - District commanders to be asked for monthly event updates for broader publicity. 
  - PR representative attends Wednesday evening Zoom meetings to represent the SAL. 
  - Key takeaway from training: promote SAL by wearing branded apparel at community events to 

spark conversations and attract new members. 
 
Finance Commission Report Christopher Sherman for Tom Petrie: 
- Tom Petrie is unwell with pneumonia; the commission is sending prayers. 
- Submit new budget requests soon—preferably by end of February—for upcoming budget 

consideration. 
- Expense report forms are available for members to complete. 
 
Resolutions Committee Report Allen Watry: 
- No resolutions currently before the committee. 
- Any Constitution and Bylaws changes must be reviewed and endorsed at the spring DEC. 
- Members are encouraged to use the formal resolution process for long-term policy or directional 

changes for better definition and record-keeping. 



SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION-DETACHMENT OF WISCONSIN 
 

MID-WINTER DEC REPORT 1-16-26 
CHILDREN & YOUTH 

PDC BOB SIROVINA, CHAIRMAN 

Operation A.L.F. 
• Shipments: 

o SAL Squadron 209, Colorado Spring, CO-1 case $300 
o TAL Post 24, Devils Lake, ND-2 Cases $600 

 

• Donations 
o Sal Squadron 105,Shullsburg, WI, $600 
o ALA Unit 245, Cross Plains, Wi, $50 
o ALA Unit 38, Appleton, WI, $240 
o ALR 2nd District, $1000 
o ALA Unit 77, Chippewa Falls, WI, $120 
o ALA Unit 185, Grantsburg, WI, $300 
o ALA Unit 41, Kaukauna, WI, $300 
o SAL Squadron 537, Milwaukee, WI 600 

 

• Pre-deployment ceremonies 
o November 30th, Hartland, WI 
o November 30th, Two Rivers, WI 
o November 30th, Milwaukee, WI-Our participation cancelled due to 

impassible road conditions in the early morning 
 

• Misc. Operation A.L.F. Information 
o Count of dogs on hand-will update soon 

 
Other Activities 

• Participated in Post 434 and Post 27 Honor Guard for many funerals. 

• Participated in ALA Christmas Gift Shop gift wrapping day 

• Attended dinner with ALA National President Pam Ray and her husband, Past 
National SAL Vice Commander Harl Ray 

• SAL Representative at Zablocki VAMC  



                                                                  
 
17 JAN 26 SAL Detachment of WI 
SAL Midwinter  Green Bay 
Veteran Affairs & Rehab 
Committee Report 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
Here are some items of interest. 
 
The VA & R program is committed to promoting, supporting and providing 
services that enhance the lives of Veterans and their families. It, along 
with the other Four Pillars , is one of our premier programs in our 
organization. 
Activities may include but are not limited to: 
 
~ Volunteering at VA Facilities 
~ Aiding Veterans in their Communities. 
~Raising awareness about homeless Veterans, many of whom have 
children 
~ Be the One, Suicide awareness and the mission behind it 
~Contributing to National Salute the Veterans Week events and Wreaths 
Across America 
 
 
Volunteers are a very important asset in the VA facilities systems. In fact, 
you could almost say they are irreplaceable. In the Milwaukee VA 
(Clement J Zablocki) they are at this time 302 volunteers with 76 VSO 



representing different organizations from which some of the volunteers 
are associated with. Last year in Milwaukee alone there were 57,180 
volunteer hours recorded. 
 
Advance Directive Clinics are now being set up in our sate VA facilities 
throughout our department. Veterans can register through their social 
workers. 
 
A $5000 Grant has been given to help provide transportation for Cancer 
Patients for the Zablocki VA Veterans to help them get from home and 
back for their treatments. This is a good grant, and I feel there should be of 
them. There is a many Veterans Travel concern going right now with 
getting Veterans to and from their appointments. VA Travel is cutting out 
many for the Vets and other ride organizations are absolutely getting 
flooded with requests 
 
 
Veteran Service Representatives are always available to help file a 
service-connected disability claim. If you know  a Veteran who is thinking 
about filing a claim please encourage them  to see a VSR rather than a 
lawyer or filing their claim themselves. VSR’s are a great resource. 
Thank You all once again for asking me to serve as your Veteran Affairs & 
Rehab Chairman. 
 
 Respectfully Submitted 
John W Edelblute IV 
SAL Detachment of WI 
VA & R Committee Chairman 
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