Sons of The American LegionDetachment of Wisconsin
56th ANNUAL DETACHMENT CONVENTION
Saturday July 19, 2025 Convention Minutes

Opening

Call to Order

Saturday July 19, 2025 Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038) reconvened the Detachment Convention being held

in Green Bay, WI at 8:50 am.
Posting of the Colors

Invocation

POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony.
Blue Star Banner Ceremony

The Pledge of Allegiance

Reciting of the S.A.L. Preamble

Welcome by Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038)

Roll Call of Detachment Officers

Taken by the Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245). Voting Officers:

Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038) Present
Detachment Vice Commander Steven R. DuBois (143) Present
Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Dannenmann (434) Present
Detachment Vice Commander Jeremy Mason (015) Present
Detachment Vice Commander Dave Hodgson (522) Excused
Detachment Chaplain John L'Huillier (434) Excused
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Rick Helms (070) Present
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Ray Dzieciol (534) Present
National Executive Committeeman Christopher Sherman (071) Present
Alternate National Executive Committeeman Mike Pook (375) Present
1st District Commander Randy Timms (375) Present
2nd District Commander Dave Hodgson (522) Excused
3rd District Commander Dave Havlick (491) Excused
4th District Commander Richard Wojciechowski (537) Absent

6th District Commander John Hoeft II (234) Present
7th District Commander Scott Johnson (051) Excused
9th District Commander Robert G. Seide (038) Present
10th District Commander Rick A. Talford (291) Excused
Roll Call of Non-Voting Detachment Officers

Detachment Judge Advocate Christopher Dannenmann (434) Present
Detachment Historian Mike Pook (375) Present
Detachment Adjutant David R. Faust (245) Present
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Christopher Sherman (071) Present
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Detachment Assistant Adjutant Randy Timms (375) Present

Department S.A.L. Chairman Allen Watry (038) Present

Past Detachment Commanders Present:
David R. Faust (245)
Patrick N. Gryskiewicz (093)
Kerry L. Serverson (245)
Gary Lubich (121)
Christopher Sherman (071)
Robert Sirovina Jr. (434)
David Fuller (209)

Roll Call of Squadrons and Delegate Counts

Based on none of the elected offices being contested Past Detachment Commander Robert Sirovina, Jr. (434) made a
motion to dispense with reading delegate counts and explaining election procedures and just have a roll call of
squadrons present. The motion was seconded and passed.

Roll Call of Squadrons by Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245).
The following Squadrons were present:

District | Squad. No. City

1 021 Kenosha

1 071 Pewaukee

1 091 Oconomowoc
1 209 Orfordville
1 294 Hartland

1 375 Mukwonago
2 015 Juneau

2 036 West Bend
2 189 Watertown
3 084 Monroe

3 245 Cross Plains
3 534 McFarland
4 416 Greendale

4 434 Oak Creek

4 537 Milwaukee
6 033 Neenah

6 070 Oshkosh

6 075 Fond du Lac
6 234 Omro

6 454 Mt. Calvary
9 038 Appleton

10 121 River Falls
11 093 Tomahawk
12 143 Saint Croix Falls
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Introduction of Guests

Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038) asked all Past Detachment Commanders to stand and be recognized.
Those that were listed as present during the roll call were recognized.

Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038) then asked all Past National Vice Commanders to stand and be recognized.
David Faust (245) and Patrick Gryskiewicz (093) were recognized.

Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038) then asked all Past National Commanders to stand and be recognized.
David Faust (245) was recognized.

Election Balloting

Past Detachment Commander Robert Sirovina, Jr. (434) made a motion to suspend the rules and instruct the Detachment
Adjutant to declare all nominated Detachment Officers and National Convention Delegates as elected, followed by a
resumption of the rules. The motion was seconded and passed.

Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245) then declared all nominated Detachment Officers and National Convention
Delegates as elected.

Report from Districts on National Convention Delegates:
Convention Committee Reports and Awards

Americanism
Shawn McCrary (075)
Mission: to foster and perpetuate a true spirit of Americanism through the teaching and promotion of American values.

e 536,966 in value for Badger Boys/Girls State

$240,749 in value for Color Guards

$29,186 in value towards Scouting

$7,595 in value for Junior Shooters

$118,502 in value for Legion Baseball

e $29,878 in value for sports teams 6,180 Flags Presented

e 566,398 of value in Flag programs

e 526,235 in value towards Blood Drives 23,215 Community Service Hours and $46,305 in donations.
e Value of $853,955 towards your communities

GRAND TOTAL AMERICANISM
e 62 of 67 Squadrons Reporting
e 48,613 Volunteer Hours and $172,249 in donations
e 51,863,495 total value for Americanism programs

Americanism Awards

RAYMOND FAUST PLAQUE
Best Blood Program
Honorable Mentions
Squadron 15 Juneau
Squadron 234 Omro
Squadron 243 Plymouth
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Squadron 382 Menomonee Falls
Squadron 454 Mt. Calvary

RAYMOND FAUST PLAQUE
Best Blood Program

2nd Place

Squadron 521 Fox Lake

1st Place

Squadron 215 Pardeeville
$4,110 in value

MARY ANN NELSON PLAQUE

Best Community Services Program
Honorable Mentions

Squadron 21 Kenosha

Squadron 67 Lake Mills

Squadron 105 Shullsburg
Squadron 416 Greendale
Squadron 501 Madison

MARY ANN NELSON PLAQUE

Best Community Services Program
2nd Place

Squadron 10 Wausau

1st Place

Squadron 243 Plymouth

$133,756 in value

ROBERT WILCOX PLAQUE
Best Americanism Program
Honorable Mentions
Squadron 70 Oshkosh
Squadron 105 Shullsburg
Squadron 196 Delafield
Squadron 416 Greendale
Squadron 537 Milwaukee

ROBERT WILCOX PLAQUE
Best Americanism Program
2nd Place

Squadron 243 Plymouth
1st Place

Squadron 10 Wausau
$167,976 in value

Children and Youth
Robert Sirovina, Jr. (434)
Mission: to support programs and activities that are dedicated to the well-being of the children and youth of Wisconsin.
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Contributions made to: Child Well-Being Foundation Special Olympics
Ronald McDonald Houses Children’s Miracle Network Veteran’s Children Foundation
All totaling 1,997 hours and $7,371 in donations
Operation A.L.F.
o Deployments:
o September 28th, Volk Field, approximately 325 A.L.F. dogs given out
o October 13th, Chippewa Falls HS, small group
o November 30th, Tomah, approximately 125 A.L.F. dogs given out
o May 31, Oshkosh, approximately 1,100 A.L.F. dogs given out
o Sent individual dogs on request to children of deploying service members
e Over 1,700 Operation A.L.F. dogs distributed

2,040 hours and $21,400 in donations to other Children & Youth programs

GRAND TOTAL

29 of 67 Squadrons

4,037 Volunteer Hours and $28,771 in donations
$169,218 total value for Children & Youth programs

Children & Youth Awards

CHILD WELL-BEING FOUNDATION
Squadrons with $1.00 or more per capita:
15 Juneau

75 Fond du Lac 106 Seymour

121 River Falls

209 Orfordville

294 Hartland

375 Mukwonago

434 Oak Creek

522 Hubertus

547 Lublin

CHILD WELL-BEING FOUNDATION
Highest Per Capita Donations
Honorable Mentions

Squadron 106 Seymour

Squadron 434 Oak Creek

CHILD WELL-BEING FOUNDATION
Highest Per Capita Donations
2nd Place

Squadron 294 Hartland

1st Place

Squadron 75 Fond du Lac

$34.78 per member
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DALE E. DAILY PLAQUE

Operation A.L.F.

Certificates of Appreciation
American Legion Post 71 Pewaukee
American Legion Post 75 Fond du Lac
American Legion Post 501 Madison
American Legion Waukesha County
Am. Leg. Auxiliary Unit 294 Hartland
American Legion Auxiliary District 2
American Legion Riders District 1
American Legion Riders District 2
American Legion Riders District 4 & 5
Patriot Riders of America Chapter 1

DALE E. DAILY PLAQUE
Operation A.L.F.
Honorable Mentions
Squadron 294 Hartland
Squadron 434 Oak Creek
Squadron 437 Mazomanie

DALE E. DAILY PLAQUE
Operation A.L.F.

2nd Place

Squadron 544 Twin Lakes
1st Place

Squadron 71 Pewaukee
$27.78 per member

LILLIAN PRIEST PLAQUE

Best Children and Youth Program
Honorable Mentions

Squadron 15 Juneau

Squadron 70 Oshkosh

Squadron 106 Seymour

Squadron 243 Plymouth
Squadron 294 Hartland

LILLIAN PRIEST PLAQUE

Best Children and Youth Program
2nd Place

Squadron 10 Wausau

1st Place

Squadron 375 Mukwonago
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Constitutional Amendments

Christopher Dannenmann (434)

Resolution DC-2025-01 Changes to Constitution and Bylaws 2024 was presented. Steven DuBois (143) made a motion to
adopt the resolution and the ensuing changes to the Detachment Constitution and Bylaws. The motion was seconded and
passed.

Finance
Tom Petrie (189)
Finance Chairman Petrie gave an overall status of the Detachment Finances.

History Book
Mike Pook (375)

Detachment Formation

1962 Department formed a committee, Don Priest of Post 434 Oak Creek was named Chairman.

1968 First Detachment Convention was held. Nick Volenec of Squadron 245 Cross Plains was elected as first
Detachment Commander.

Membership Milestones

1979 Surpassed 1,000 members

2000 Surpassed 2,000 members

2008 Surpassed 3,000 members 90 Squadrons
2022 Surpassed 4,000 members 110 Squadrons

Members that have served National Offices

1974 John Webster (84) Assistant National Sergeant-at-Arms
1978 John Webster (84) National Sergeant-at-Arms
1979 John Webster (84) National Chaplain

1982 Dennis Stockfisch (406) National Vice Commander
1985 David Faust (245) National Vice Commander

1988 David Faust (245) National Commander

1993 Tom Knox (449) National Vice Commander

1993 Tom Glander (52) National Sergeant-at-Arms
2008 Michael Lawler (437) National Historian

2010 Pat Gryskiewicz (93) National Vice Commander
2015 Michael Lawler (437) National Chaplain

2016 Michael Lawler (437) National Vice Commander

AWARDS:

DILLMAN Plaque for the BEST SQUADRON HISTORY BOOK.
1st Place:
e Squadron 375 Mukwonago

LEGISLATIVE
Steven DuBois (143)
The following are the American Legion Family Legislative priorities:
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e Suicide Prevention

e Community Care

Compensation & Pension (C&P) examinations
Quality of Life

Border Security

Fund State Department and Foreign Operations
e End Veteran Homelessness

e Legion.org/action

Membership
Robert Seide (038)

Membership status:

133 Squadrons (+7)

130 Different Cities and Villages 56 of 72 Counties (+1 Marquette)
12 Districts

4,735 Total Members for 99.22% of goal National Goal of 4,772

New Squadrons

District 1: 45 Elkhorn

District 2: 82 Port Washington
457 Mequon-Thiensville
486 Jackson

District 6: 351 Montello

District 8: 492 Rothschild

District 10: 365 Plum City

Achieving 100 % Membership

87 Squadrons (69%)
29 Counties
8 Districts

Achieving All Time High Membership

43 Squadrons (32%)

Renewal Rate 89.04%

83 Squadrons with 90+% Renewal Rate

Squadron Triple Nickel

5 or more new members
85% or better renewals
105% or better of goal

19 Squadrons!!

Central Region — Harl “Butch” Ray (IL)

Detachment Goal Actual  Percent
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MICHIGAN 28,189 28,474 101.01%
KENTUCKY 2,250 2,253 100.13%
OHIO 32,881 32,882 100.00%
WEST VIRGINIA 2,728 2,712 99.41%
WISCONSIN 4,772 4,735 99.22%
ILLINOIS 14,244 14,082 98.86%
INDIANA 38,183 37,537 98.31%
Totals: 123,247 122,675 99.54%

Nationally — Josephe Navarrete (NM)

Region Goal Actual Percent
SOUTHEAST 53,279 54,298 101.91%
CENTRAL 123,247 122,675 99.54%
NORTHEAST 149,812 147,817 98.67%
MIDWEST 37,995 37,113 97.68%
WESTERN 36,930 35,923 97.27%
Totals: 401,263 397,826 99.14%
JACK KEY PLAQUE

First Squadron to reach 110%
Squadron 105 Shullsburg — 8/1/2024 Currently at 250.00%

ARMIN TEWS PLAQUE GREATEST PERCENTAGE INCREASE
Honorable Mentions — 130+%

Squadron 60 Kimberly

Squadron 65 Rome

Squadron 189 Watertown

Squadron 218 Hayward

Squadron 291 Augusta

Squadron 406 Milwaukee

Squadron 437 Mazomanie

ARMIN TEWS PLAQUE GREATEST PERCENTAGE INCREASE
2nd Place

Squadron 477 Saint Nazianz — 169%

1st Place

Squadron 105 Shullsburg — 250%

2025 Squadron Membership Awards — 100%
B = 100% by Legion Birthday (March 15-17);
A = All Time High;

5 =Triple Nickel (5 New, 85% Renew, 105%)

Dist. Squadron® (BD) * (ATH) ® (555)
1 21 KenoshaBAS

1 45 Elkhorn A

1 91 Oconomowoc B A3
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Dist. Squadron® (BD) A (ATH) ® (555)

196 Delafield B

209 Orfordville

293 Silver Lake BA

375 Mukwonago BA®

382 Menomonee Falls B

405 Dousman B

494 Caledonia B

RiRR R R RiRPR

544 Twin Lakes B

15 Juneau BA

19 Hartford BA

36 West BendBAS

67 Lake Mills

145 Random Lake BA

189 Watertown B

243 Plymouth B

270 Theresa A

271 Poynette B

305 Johnson Creek B

347 Lomira

NINNNININININDINNININ

486 Jackson BA

84 Monroe BA

105 ShullsburgBAS

151 Madison B

220 Soldiers Grove B

245 Cross Plains B

313 Black EarthBA

385 Verona BA

433 Barneveld B

437 Mazomanie B

491 Cazenovia BA

501 Madison B3

WiWiWW W W W W wWw w ww

534 McFarland A

18 Milwaukee B

27 South Milwaukee B

192 Franklin B

416 Greendale BA>

434 Oak Creek B>

i DdpID

537 Milwaukee

5 . 406 Milwaukee

6 33 NeenahBAS

6 70 Oshkosh
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Dist. Squadron® (BD) A (ATH) ® (555)
6 75 Fond du Lac

6 306 Green Lake B

6 454 Mt. CalvaryBA
6 477 St. Nazianz BA®
7 51 West Salem A ®

7 65 Rome B

7 73 Neillsville

7 100 Sparta B

7 116 Coon Valley B A
7 336 Onalaska

8 10 WausauB?®

8 54 Marshfield A

8 63 Clintonville B

8 339 Almond B

8 370 Wild Rose BA
8 391 Fremont BA

9 11 Green Bay B

9 38 AppletonBA >

9 55 Hortonville BAS
9 60 Kimberly BA S

9 106 SeymourBA

9 258 Little Chute BA
9 538 Carlton B

10 53 Eau Claire B

10 80 New Richmond A
10 98 Cumberland A
10 111 SomersetB*®

10 121 River Falls B

10 158 Maiden Rock B
10 168 Glenwood City B
10 240 Baldwin A

10 291 AugustaBAS
10 324 Osseo BA

10 326 Boyd BA

10 432 Hammond A
10 550 BrackettBA

11 93 Tomahawk

11 480 Presque Isle
11 547 Lublin A ®

12 - 12 Spooner BA




Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Wisconsin
Detachment Convention Minutes Saturday July 19, 2025

Dist. Squadron® (BD) A (ATH) ® (555)
12 108 Clear Lake

12 143 Saint Croix Falls B

12 218 Hayward BAS

12 221 Osceola A

12 269 CushingBA

Membership — Superfecta!
100%, by Legion Birthday, All-time High, Triple Nickel

Dst  Squadron Dst Squadron

1 21 Kenosha 6 33 Neenah

1 91 Oconomowoc 6 477 St. Nazianz

1 375 Mukwonago 9 38 Appleton

2 36 West Bend 9 55 Hortonville

3 105 Shullsburg 9 60 Kimberly

4 416 Greendale 10 291 Augusta
12 218 Hayward

Membership — Squadron Information status
e Of our 133 squadrons, 98 have updated their info in the last 18 months. That’s 74%
o That leaves 35 with outdated info.
e We have 7 squadrons whose last update was over a decade ago.
e https://wisal.org/squadron-info/

National Security
John Edelblute IV (434)

Mission: to manage program areas such as Civil Defense & Emergency Preparedness, Family Support Network, Foreign

Relations, Operation Comfort Warriors, POW/MIA advocacy, Temporary Financial Assistance, and Troop Support.

National Security and Homeland Security
e QOperation Comfort Warriors
e POW/MIA Advocacy
e Troop Support
¢ Notification of local Post
e Civil Defense and Emergency Preparedness
e Foreign Relations
e Temporary Financial Assistance
e Resources at www.legion.org

NATIONAL EMERGENCY FUND

Honorable Mentions Squadrons with $1.00 or more per capita:
Squadron 192 Franklin

Squadron 209 Orfordville

Squadron 416 Greendale

National Emergency Fund Highest Per Capita Contributions
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2nd Place

Squadron 121 River Falls
1st Place

Squadron 75 Fond du Lac
$10.87 per member

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation and Veterans Employment & Education
John Hoeft 11 (234)
Mission: to honor the service of those who have gone before us by supporting programs for veterans in Wisconsin.

VAVS Representatives and Deputies at Hospitals VA Hospital visits

State Veteran’s Facilities visits

1,226 hours and $8,780 to Troop and Family Support 6,063 hours and $127,586 for Homeless Veterans 3,200 hours and
$45,418 in other VA&R projects

321 hours and $19,781 for Veterans Employment and Education

GRAND TOTAL

29 of 67 Squadrons Reporting

12,650 Volunteer Hours and $215,319 in donations.
$655,413 in total value to Veterans programs

THOMAS A. KNOX PLAQUE
Best VA & R Program
Honorable Mentions
Squadron 10 Wausau
Squadron 36 West Bend
Squadron 38 Appleton
Squadron 75 Fond du Lac
Squadron 218 Hayward
Squadron 243 Plymouth
Squadron 434 Oak Creek
Squadron 522 Hubertus
Squadron 534 McFarland
Squadron 537 Milwaukee

THOMAS A. KNOX PLAQUE
Best VA & R Program

2nd Place

Squadron 375 Mukwonago
1st Place

Squadron 294 Hartland
$252,462 in value to Veterans

Detachment Commander’s Project
Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038)
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TROOP & FAMILY SUPPORT

15 Squadrons reported activities 1,226 hours and $8,780 in donations

Total value of $54,433 in support of our Troops and Families

TROOP & FAMILY SUPPORT
Honorable Mentions
Squadron 36 West Bend
Squadron 218 Hayward
Squadron 416 Greendale
Squadron 434 Oak Creek
Squadron 534 McFarland

TROOP & FAMILY SUPPORT
Highest Per Capita Donations
2nd Place

Squadron 71 Pewaukee

1st Place

Squadron 243 Sheboygan
$667.15 per member

Overall Program
Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038)

Other Volunteer hours of 30,135 and Other Donations for $107,725
67 Squadrons Reporting

Total Accomplishments of Wisconsin S.A.L.

95,435 Hours and $524,064 in donations

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

$3,844,248

DON PRIEST PLAQUE

Best Overall Programs and Activities
Honorable Mentions

Squadron 38 Appleton

Squadron 70 Oshkosh

Squadron 105 Shullsburg

Squadron 294 Hartland

Squadron 416 Greendale

Squadron 434 Oak Creek

DON PRIEST PLAQUE

Best Overall Programs and Activities
2nd Place

Squadron 243 Plymouth

1st Place

Squadron 10 Wausau
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SQUADRON EVERLASTING

Honoring our deceased members over the past year that have gone on to Squadron Everlasting.

District 1

Squadron 21 Kenosha Michael L Honold

Squadron 24 Lake Geneva Kenneth R Field
Squadron 71 Pewaukee Timothy E Breen

Squadron 91 Oconomowoc Tyrell G Travers
Squadron 183 Genoa City Mathew J Goodman
Squadron 196 Delafield Ross Wandschneider
Squadron 293 Silver Lake Jeffrey A Redlin

Squadron 375 Mukwonago David Gilliland
Squadron 375 Mukwonago Richard J Gregorski
Squadron 375 Mukwonago William F Luebke
Squadron 405 DousmanRichard Gramling
Squadron 449 Brookfield John Recklies

District 2

Squadron 157 Horicon Dennis W Kerr
Squadron 189 Watertown Louis R Checkai
Squadron 243 PlymouthJames Wilhelms
Squadron 355 Grafton Sanford A Cohen
Squadron 521 Fox Lake Bruce Dunbar

District 3

Squadron 105 Shullsburg David Mullen
Squadron 151 Madison John D Schmelzer
Squadron 245 Cross Plains Rock G Sarbacker
Squadron 333 Sun Prairie Harold M Marchant
Squadron 333 Sun Prairie Michael R Thomas
Squadron 481 Madison Robert J Smith

Squadron 501 Madison Aaron Robbins

District 4

Squadron 18 Milwaukee Walter Henry
Squadron 120 West Allis Joseph M Cefalu
Squadron 120 West Allis Kevin J Burg
Squadron 120 West Allis Thomas A Smolko
Squadron 416 Greendale Dave Perlick
Squadron 416 Greendale Marvin Northway
District 6
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Squadron 33 Neenah  Buck E Plate
Squadron 234 Omro  Darryl L Schmidt

District 7

Squadron 52 La Crosse Jack L Turner

Squadron 52 La Crosse Joseph P Addis Jr
Squadron 52 La Crosse William Patschull Sr
Squadron 116 Coon Valley Bryan J Berg
Squadron 172 North Freedom George H Retzlaff
Squadron 336 Onalaska James J Busta

Squadron 336 Onalaska Richard T Polodna

District 9

Squadron 38 Appleton Edward J Truax
Squadron 38 Appleton George Howell
Squadron 38 Appleton Michael G Vilsick
Squadron 38 Appleton Stephen A Schick
Squadron 538 Carlton Ronald G Paplham

District 10
Squadron 121 River Falls Howard D Nelson

Squadron 168 Glenwood City Edward K Waters
Squadron 550 Brackett Larry Rene

Resolutions, Motions and Petitions
No new resolutions to report.

Unfinished Business
None

New Business
None

Installation of Detachment Officers and District Commanders

The installation of the 2025-2026 Detachment Officers and District Commanders was performed by Past National
Commander of The American Legion Rev. Daniel J. Seehafer.

Remarks by Detachment Commander Christofer Dannenmann
Detachment Commander Dannenmann outlined our goals for 2025-2026. He stated that these goals are going to require
all of us to work together to achieve them.

1€
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Work with The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary, and The American Legion Riders on program and projects
to benefit:

e Ourveterans

e Active duty military

e Their families and communities

Raise funds for our charitable projects:
e $1.00 per member for The American Legion Child Well-Being Foundation (CWF)
e $1.00 per member for the Commander's Project for Troop and Family Support
Membership:
e 105% Membership total.
e 5,000 Members.

e Retain 90% or more of our current members.
e Charter or reactivate 5 squadrons

Consolidated Reports:
Have all squadrons submit a consolidated report.

Commander Dannenmann has every confidence in us to do this!

For the Good of Sons of the American Legion
Several squadrons announced various events they are holding in the coming months.

Outgoing Officers Awards
Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038) presented ribbons, year bars and gifts to the outgoing Detachment Officers.

Closing Ceremony

Benediction

Retirement of the POW/MIA Chair Cover

Commanders Charge

Retirement of the Colors

Adjournment

With no other business, Detachment Commander Detachment Commander Allen Watry (038) declared the 2025

Detachment Convention adjourned at 12:35 pm.

Detachment Assistant Adjutant
Christopher Sherman (071)



