Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Wisconsin
Winter Detachment Executive Committee Minutes January 21, 2017
Opening

Call to Order

Saturday January 21, 2017 Detachment Commander Mike Kollmansberger (075) called to order the Detachment
Executive Committee meeting being held at the Ho-Chunk Hotel and Convention Center, Baraboo, Wisconsin with the
proper opening ceremonies at 3:05 PM.

Posting of the Colors
With the Colors being in place, a right-hand salute was rendered to the U.S. flag.

Invocation-Invocation was given by Detachment Chaplain Shawn Grothe (243).

POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony
A ceremony honoring our POW/MIA was conducted by Detachment Commander Kollmansberger (075) and Detachment
Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434).

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038).

Reciting of the S.A.L. Preamble
Reciting of the Preamble to the Constitution of the Sons of The American Legion was led by Detachment Vice
Commander Ray Dzieciol (059).

Roll Call of Voting Detachment Officers
Taken by the Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245)

Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) Present
Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) Present
Detachment Vice Commander Robert Sirovina (434) Present
Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038) Present
Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (534) Present
Detachment Chaplain Shawn Grothe (243) Present
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434) Present
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms David Fuller (209) Present
National Executive Committeeman Daniel R. Daily (434) Present
Alternate National Executive Committeeman Patrick Gryskiewicz (091) Present
Past Detachment Commander Russell Severson (313) Absent
Past Detachment Commander Daniel R. Daily (434) Present
Past Detachment Commander Gary Lubich (121) Excused
1st District Commander Mike Pook (449) Absent
3rd District Commander Ray Dzieciol (534) Present
6th District Commander Brian Stenz (075) Absent
Roll Call of Non-Voting Detachment Officers

Detachment Judge Advocate Chad Lawler (437) Present
Detachment Historian Mark Lipke (075) Present
Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245) Present
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Gary Lee LeRoy (294) Present
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Michael L. Lawler (437) Excused
Department S.A.L. Chairman Jeff Puddy (075) Excused
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Representations.
David Fuller (209) is representing First District.
Mike Bremser (075) is representing Sixth District.

Guest to the D.E.C.

Department Adjutant of The American Legion David Kurtz thanked the Detachment members for the commitment that
the Sons of The American Legion has put forth in support of veterans and their families and being part of The American
Legion family. Adjutant Kurtz pointed out that when a fund raiser raffle is had the applicable license should be provided
to Department.

With the growth of The American Legion Family in membership it has been noticed that there is a geographic imbalance
in areas around the 72 counties throughout the state. This issue still needs work by the Sons of The American Legion to
seek out Posts particularly in the north of the state to start new Squadrons in the areas that are void of them. An
outreach program has been suggested by use of radio spots, communications etc.

Department President of The American Legion Auxiliary Laurel DuBois addressed the membership noting that the
American Legion organization is truly becoming a family with the input from all factions and thanked everyone for the
fine input from all the groups.

Past Department President of The American Legion Auxiliary Diana Sirovina was introduced.

Reading Of the Previous Minutes

Presented by Detachment Assistant Adjutant Gary Lee LeRoy (294)

Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) to accept as published of the previous convention
meeting minutes, seconded by Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059), motion carried.

Official Correspondence
Presented by the Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245) no correspondence to report.

Detachment Officer Reports
Detachment Vice Commander — Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman districts (1-2-7) reported as of the
week of January 20, 2017 the First District is at 75.57% with 3 goose eggs (091) (095) (552). (091) should have members
in at this Mid-Winter.
Second District is at 87.82% with 1 goose eggs (467) and has been contacted waiting for a response.
Seventh District is at 58.03% with many goose eggs (100) (116) (129) (138) (155) (273) (417) (439) (467) these Squadrons
have been contacted in the hope they will send in memberships soon.
Attended many county meetings, Waukesha oratorical contest, made many phone calls or visits to Post and Squadrons,
X-Mas parties.
Motion by National Executive Committeeman Daniel R. Daily (434), to accept the report, second by Detachment
Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434), motion carried.
First District Report David Fuller reported the District is actively seeking the membership improvements,
working on a new Squadron in Janesville, the District constitution and by-laws have been resolved and will be
sent to the Detachment for approval.
Motion by National Executive Committeeman Daniel R. Daily (434) to accept and file the report as written,
second by Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071), motion carried.

Detachment Vice Commander — Detachment Vice Commander Robert Sirovina, Jr (434) Districts (4-5-10) reported two
newsletters have been sent to all Squadrons in 4th, 5th and 10th Districts so far this year, next one going out in
February. Unfortunately, having inaccurate or incomplete Squadron is still an issue. Some were returned with bad
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addresses so | re-sent them to the Post Commanders and Adjutants. In addition to the ones that are mailed (24) there
are 31 that are emailed.
Membership: Of the 19 Squadrons in 4th, 5th and 10th Districts, 3 is at or over 100%. A few others are close.
4™ District — Squadron 203 (4) Milwaukee: Post may be disbanding working with the 4th District Legion Commander at
this point no more info is available on the issue.
10" District — Squadron 158 Maiden Rock: talked to them yesterday. Squad does not meet regularly, so they have
trouble collecting dues, in discussion with Curt he will call the guys and see what he can do with the membership.
Squadron 326 Boyd: sent e-mails to a different contact. Squadron 550 Bracket, talked to them, they need help with
paperwork and will be sending in all 12.
In October traveled with the National Auxiliary President to the Boudicca House a transitional housing for women
veterans, the Fisher House, the Poppy Shop and Christmas Gift Shop. Also worked with the Wisconsin Auxiliary to help
take orders and pack and ship them for the Christmas Gift Shop. It is a great Auxiliary program that provides Christmas
gifts for hospitalized veteran in long-term care facilities to give to their families.
Nothing new on the Josh Dogs program at the Navy base in Washington. The director was on vacation when we were
there.
Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071), to accept the report, second by Detachment Vice
Commander Allen Watry (038), motion carried.
Detachment Vice Commander — Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059) Districts (3-11-12), reported all
Squadrons in the Third District have reported membership and is doing well with new members. The 11" and 12" are
being problematic did have some contacts made.
Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038), to accept the report, second by Detachment Vice
Commander Robert Sirovina, Jr (434), motion carried.
Detachment Vice Commander — Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038) (6-8-9) has been busy contacting
Squadrons attending district meetings and making good contacts, have possible 3 new Squadron start-ups in the works,
8% District is at 100%, from discussion with Oconto Falls they may not be continuing.
Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) to accept the report, seconded by Detachment Vice
Commander Ray Dzieciol (059), discussion none, motion carried.
Sixth District Report - Mike Bremser (075) acting representative reported Squadrons 70 and 75 were at 100% or
over, 306 and 329 are at better than 80% and 366 is still a goose egg.
Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059), to accept the report, seconded by Detachment
Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434) discussion there are three potential new Squadrons being worked on in
the sixth District, motion carried.
Detachment Chaplain —Detachment Chaplain Shawn Grothe (243): Detachment Commander Kollmansberger excused
Detachment Chaplain Grothe to attend a special Chaplains class and reported for Mr. Grothe 5 sympathy and 2 get well
cards.
Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038) to accept the report, second by Detachment Vice
Commander Christopher Sherman (071) discussion none, motion carried.
Detachment Historian — Detachment Historian Mark Lipke (075) presented photos for the history book explained that
he still needs more photos of new events from Squadrons and possibly include events with other Legion family.
Motion by Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434) for acceptance of the report, seconded by Sixth District
Representative Mike Bremser (0 75) discussion none motion carried.
National Executive Committeeman — National Executive Committeeman Daniel R. Daily (434) reported on Jan. 17 the
American Legion made it known that they were against the pardon of Chelsea Manning and General Cartwright who
were both convicted of treason.
Anyone interested in being on a committee or commission at the national level, the forms are out with the guide lines to
apply for a position. All applicants must be submitted by the National Executive Committeeman or Alternate NEC of the
Detachment to be considered.
Feb.3, 4 and 5 homecoming to be held for National Commander Jeff Frain in Mesa AZ, all are welcome.
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There are many veterans who may need a smoke detector. Make this a Squadron program to seek out the veterans.
Become an educator or installer. Contact Richard Seymore at 608-720-8777 for more info on the new program.
Washington Conference is being held Feb. 27 thru Mar. 1, members attending will have an opportunity to be there as
National Commander Jeff Frain places a wreath on the tomb of the unknown soldier, tour the of the tomb Headquarters
and barracks, continue on to the Korean and Vietnam memorials for additional wreath laying ceremonies. Will have the
opportunity to have discussions with your State representatives.

Motion by National Executive Committeeman Daniel R. Daily (434) to accept his report, second by Detachment Vice
Commander Christopher Sherman (071), motion carried.

Alternate National Executive Committeeman — Patrick Gryskiewicz (091) No report.

Department S.A.L. Chairman — Department S.A.L. Chairman Jeff Puddy (075), As Mr. Puddy was at a Legion session
Detachment Commander Kollmansberger noted that he is doing a great job of representing The Sons of The American
Legion.

Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) to accept the report, seconded by Detachment Vice
Commander Ray Dzieciol (059), discussion none, motion carried.

Detachment Commander — Detachment Commander Kollmansberger

Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) turned the meeting over to Detachment Vice Commander Allen
Watry (038) for the purpose of the Detachment Commander’s report. Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038)
called on Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) for his report.

Detachment Commander Mike Kollmansberger (075) reported that he has been very busy with many visits to Posts and
Squadrons and other meetings. Things he has learned is that we need to step up get Squadrons to send immediately,
update rosters, and keep obtaining new Squadrons. For the G.I. Josh program there are to be 3-5 deployments coming
up that we need to prepare for.

Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Robert Sirovina, Jr (434) to accept the report, second by Detachment Vice
Commander Christopher Sherman (071), motion carried.

Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038) turned the meeting back over to Detachment Commander Mike A.
Kollmansberger (075).

Committee and Commission Reports

Detachment Resolution Committee- Detachment Chairman Chad Lawler (437) reported there were (2) resolutions to
report on, DEC-2017-01 Update to Squadron Handbook, DEC-2017-02 Recognize Importance of Veterans Employment
and Education. Both Resolutions were presented to the body by Mr. Lawler.

Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) for acceptance of DEC-2017-01, seconded by
Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059), discussion none, motion carried.

Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038) for acceptance of DEC-2017-02, seconded by Detachment
Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059), discussion none, motion carried.

A draft for potential policy changes was read pertaining to the distribution and function of the Josh Dog Program created
by the Add-Hoc committee. This issue at this time is informational. More work needs to be done for the future spring
DEC. this will be intended to structure and hold funds for purchase for future deployments, allow Squadrons to still
secure Josh Dog materials for their use.

Motion by National Executive Committeeman Daniel R. Daily (434) for acceptance of the report, seconded by
Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) discussion none motion carried.

Detachment Programs Committee — Detachment Chairman Christopher Sherman (071) reported:
Detachment Americanism — Chairman reported discussion on testing, Badger Boys State, Legion baseball is going
great, Law enforcement carrier community training by the State Patrol, Baseball has a resolution in regard to respect
for the flag.
Detachment Children and Youth — reported Feb. 2" there are two separate deployments at two location in West
Bend and Madison anyone would like to help get contact info to Mr. Sherman. Details are unknown for three other
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potential deployments for the future. There is a possible supporter of the Josh Dog program being discussed (rolling
thunder).

Detachment National Security — no report

Detachment Veterans Affairs — no report

Motion by Ray Dzieciol (059), to accept the report, second by Mike Bremser (075) discussion none, motion carried.

Detachment Finance Commission — Chairman Tom Petrie reported that this year’s budget has been approved by
Department. Last year’s final budget numbers are not in yet as the audit will not be done until late march. All
Detachment Officers, Detachment Committee Chairmen, District Commanders that receive stipends need to fill them
out and return to the finance chairman within 30 days. A copy of the Donation Form needs to be sent to the
Detachment Finance Chairman.
Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059) to accept the Detachment Finance report, seconded by
Detachment Vice Commander Robert Sirovina, Jr. (434), discussion none, motion carried.
Detachment Internal Affairs Commission — Acting Chair Chad Lawler (437)
Detachment Legislative reminded the members of the upcoming election, noted that in the assembly seats current
were at 64 —35.
Nationally a new VA Secretary was appointed Dave Shulkin and a new Acting Wisconsin VA Secretary was appointed
Kathy Marschman. The state budget by the Governor appears to be late by 12 days. There are 35 bills in place
pertaining to veterans to be acted on one in particular is in support of veterans jobs
Motion by Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434) to accept the Internal Affairs report, seconded by
Detachment Vice Christopher Sherman (071), discussion none, motion carried.
Detachment Membership — Chair Rich Ruland (481)
Detachment Officer Development — Chair Michael L. Lawler (437)
Detachment Public Relations — Chair Kelly Powers (121)

Resolutions, Motions and Petitions — Chair Chad Lawler (437) no new resolutions to act on

Unfinished Business — none.
Appointments — Detachment Commander Kollmansberger (075) made the following appointments:
Internal Affairs Commission Chair Mike Bremser (075)
Public relations Chair Michael Kalsbeek (243)
Motion by Detachment Vice Commander Allen Watry (038) for acceptance of the appointments, seconded by
Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) discussion none, motion carried.

New Business

A rack card flyer was designed at the Squadron level from Michael Kalsbeek (243) to advertise the Josh Dog program and
what it is about. It could be modified for other Squadrons in their local areas or the cards could be done by the
Detachment for distribution to local area Squadrons. Costs have been looked into 1500 cards for approximately $100.00
for printing.

It was suggested that large Josh Dogs and the Mini Josh Dog could be packaged for distribution. It was decided that the
new cards, packaging and new policy for Josh’s should be refined and reviewed by Committee for the Spring DEC to get
allin order.

The basket raffle netted $866 it was decided that $666 would go to the Josh Dog program and $200 to Camp American
Legion for general use as needed.

With the retirement of Kevin Moshea at camp it has been suggested that the new playground be named after him, with
that Mr. Moshea said this would be fine except that a sponsor should be found to maintain the park equipment. It was
recommended that the detachment kick in for this issue and budget funds before Convention if possible $100.00 or
$200.00.
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For the Good of Sons of the American Legion

Christopher Sherman (071) announced his candidacy for Detachment Commander.
Oratorical contest is February 11* at Ripon College.

Oconomowoc (091) presented membership, Fond du Lac (075) also turned in membership.
Detachment Convention will be in Appleton 2017.

David Fuller (209) announced his candidacy for Detachment Vice Commander.

Closing.
With no other business, Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) closed the Winter Detachment
Executive Committee meeting with the proper closing ceremonies.

Detachment Assistant Adjutant
Gary Lee LeRoy (294)



Resolution Form

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, DETACHMENT OF WISCONSIN

Detachment Executive Committee Meeting Date: January 21, 2017

(or) Detachment Convention Assembled Resolution No: DEC-2017-01
Originated from DEC Internal Affairs Commission

Title: Update to Squadron Handbook

Whereas: Women have long been an important part of our American military and women

Whereas:

Resolved:

veterans are an important part of our American Legion Family; and

There are portions of our documents and ceremonies that, by their language, may not
properly recognize their contributions and vital role; NOW THEREFORE BE IT

by the Detachment Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion,
Detachment of Wisconsin assembled the 21st day of January 2017 in the city of
Baraboo, Wisconsin, that we request updates to the Squadron Handbook, Installation
of Officers Ceremony beginning on page 17 of the 2016 edition, to be updated as
follows:

Installation Ceremony, Page 17, Paragraph 2:

The installing officer, who shall be either a department officer of The American
Legion, a member of the Detachment Sons of The American Legion Committee, a
post officer of The American Legion or a duly-appointed representative, shall
preside following the opening ceremony. He-shal-then-call-upen-the-sergeant-at-
arms-to-bring-before-him-the-officers-he-is-to-install: The sergeant-at-arms shall

be called upon to bring forth the officers to be installed.

Installation Ceremony, Page 17, Paragraph 7:

INSTALLING OFFICER: “You have been chosen to fill the various offices of
this squadron. You will, I know, vindicate the trust that has been reposed in you,
and fulfill in every way the obligations that trust entails. You will at once
familiarize yourselves with the duties of your particular offices and you will
proceed upon those duties in the same spirit of devotion and endeavor that
characterized your fathers” sponsoring veteran’s service in any of the Great Wars,
out of which came their basis for membership in The American Legion and your
own in the Sons of The American Legion.

Installation Ceremony, Page 18, Acting Historian:

ACTING HISTORIAN: “Historian, to you is entrusted the recording of all current
records of this squadron. The collection of records ef-yeur—fathers—post-of The
American Legion is of historical value, and the keeping of a record of squadron
activities will, through you, become of priceless heritage to future generations.”

Installation Ceremony, Page 20, paragraph 5:
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el is handed to the new commander and the installing officer takes a seat.

And to support those changes, wording to the Membership Eligibility on the
inside cover should be changed as follows:

All male descendants, adopted sons and stepsons of a sponsoring veteran, herein
defined as members of The American Legion, and such male descendants of
veterans who died in service during World 1, World War 11, the Korean War, the
Vietnam War, Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf War and the War on
Terrorism, during the delimiting periods set forth in Article 1V, Section 1, of the
National Constitution of The American Legion, or who died subsequent to their
honorable discharge from such service, shall be eligible for membership in the
Sons of The American Legion.

and be it further
Resolved: that this resolution be forwarded to the National Executive Committee of the Sons of
The American Legion for their consideration.



Resolution Form

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, DETACHMENT OF WISCONSIN

Detachment Executive Committee Meeting Date: January 21, 2017
(or) Detachment Convention Assembled Resolution No: DEC-2017-02
Originated from DEC Internal Affairs Commission

Title: Recognize importance of Veterans Employment and Education

Whereas: The Sons of The American Legion has created a new commission on the national
level called the Veterans Employment and Education Commission; and

Whereas: Detachments are encouraged to include veterans employment and education as part of
their program offerings; and

Whereas: The Sons of The American Legion has a Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Chairman
whose charge as outlined in our Detachment Executive Committee Standing Rule
14.E is as follows: “The Detachment Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Chair shall
concern himself with program areas such as Camp American Legion, Homeless
Veterans, Hospital and Home Volunteers, and Veterans Education, and such other
areas as may be designated.”; NOW THEREFORE BE IT

Resolved: by the Detachment Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion,
Detachment of Wisconsin assembled the 21st day of January 2017 in the city of
Baraboo, Wisconsin, that the charge of the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Chairman as defined in the Detachment Executive Committee Standing Rule 14.E be
revised to read:

The Detachment Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Chair shall concern himself
with program areas such as Camp American Legion, Homeless Veterans, Hospital
and Home Volunteers, and-Veterans Employment and Education, and such other
areas as may be designated.
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