
Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of Wisconsin 

48th annual Convention Saturday session, July 16th 2016 
Opening 

Call to Order 
Saturday July 16th, 2016 Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger  (075) reconvened the 48th annual 
Convention at 9:30am in the Mendota Room of the Madison Marriot West. 
Posting of the Colors 
With colors in place hand salute was rendered. 
Invocation-Invocation was given by Detachment Chaplain Bradford Catura (449) 
POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony 
A ceremony honoring our POW/MIA was conducted by Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) 
Detachment Chaplain Bradford Catura (449), and Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434). 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Detachment Vice-Commander Christopher Sherman (071). 
Reciting of the S.A.L. Preamble 
Reciting of the S.A.L. Preamble was led by Detachment Vice-Commander Shawn Grothe (243) 
 
Roll Call of Detachment Officers (Voting) 
Taken by Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245) 

Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) Present 
Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) Present 
Detachment Vice Commander Robert Sirovina (434) Present 
Detachment Vice Commander Shawn Grothe (243) Present 
Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059) Present 
Detachment Chaplain Braford W. Catura (449) Present 
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434) Present 
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Robert Breutzmann (018) Present 
National Executive Committeeman Daniel R. Daily (434) Present 
Alternate NECman Patrick Gryskiewicz (091) Present 
Past Detachment Commander Russell Severson (313) Absent 
Past Detachment Commander Daniel R. Daily (434) Present 
Past Detachment Commander Gary Lubich (121) Present 
1st District Commander Mike Pook (449) Present 
3rd District Commander Ray Dzieciol (059) Present 
6th District Commander Brian Stenz (075) Excused 

 
Roll Call of Detachment Officers (non-Voting) 

Detachment Judge Advocate Chad Lawler (437) Excused 
Detachment Historian Mike Bremzer (075) Present 
Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245) Present 
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Gary Lee LeRoy (294) Present 
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Michael L. Lawler (437) Present 
Department S.A.L. Chairman Michael Wagoner (052) Present 
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Past Detachment Commanders Present 
David Faust (245), Michael Wagoner (052), Michael L. Lawler (437), Patrick N. Gryskiewicz (093). 
 

Introduction of Guests 
       S.A.L.  National Vice Commander Central Region Dennis Henkemeyer (Minn.) 
       S.A.L.  National Membership Chairman Dennis Theobold (Iowa) 
       S.A.L.  National Chaplain Michael L. Lawler (Wis.) 
        
National Vice Commander Dennis Henkemeyer was presented by (NECman ) Daniel R. Daily (434)noting, is a dual 
member (47) years Legion and (22) year in the Sons of The American Legion. Mr. Henkemeyer gave greetings from the 
National Commander Kevin Collier. Cited the amazing strides that were achieved in membership by the Detachment of 
Wisconsin, remaining in first place for a large part of the year. During his 22 years he had the opportunity to nominate 
Jeff Bible for the Sons of The American Legion National Chaplain this is when he realized why he joined the Sons of The 
American Legion in honor of father’s military service in the Navy. Referenced that many Legion’s and Auxiliary’s do not 
have squadrons which can support the Legion and Auxiliary and noted that they are losing out. Mr. Henkemeyer 
thanked the Detachment for their hospitality extended to him this week end. 
Detachment Commander Kollmansberger presented a gift of Wisconsin cheese and crackers and Detachment of 
Wisconsin pin.   
 
National Membership Chairman Dennis Theobold presented greetings to the Detachment, National officers, Detachment 
Officers and all the Squadron Blue members present. Noted that again Wisconsin was 1st  leading in membership 
reporting for most all of the last year. The Central Region is leading in Recruitment, Renewal and Reinstatement.  Items 
that make this work is information, education, communication and dedication all things that Wisconsin is doing very well 
at this time. Mr. Theobold thanked the Detachment for their hospitality extended to him this week end and presented a 
donation the Detachment Commanders project  (Hometown Hero’s) of $100.00.  Detachment Commander 
Kollmansberger presented Detachment of Wisconsin pin and grilling apron for his cook outs down home. 
  
Convention Committee Reports 
       Americanism  Chair - Daniel R. Daily (434) reported short items were discussed   
       Badger Boys state, Badger Girls state 13 sponsored ($2090), 40 Boy Scouts sponsored, 29 Jr Shooters programs, 253 
       Flags distributed to Schools, 9 flag education programs presented, 23 flag disposal ceremonies, 5726 flags placed at 
       Cemetery’s and parades. 
        
Americanism Awards 
Blood 
        Honorable mention –449 Brookfield– certificate  
        Second place –437 Mazomanie– certificate 
        First place –189 Watertown – Raymond Faust – plaque/cert. 
Community Service 
        Honorable mention – 18 Milwaukee - certificate 
        Second place –048 Beloit – certificate 
        First place –75 Fond Du Lac– Mary Ann Nelson (M.A.N.) – plaque/cert. 
Americanism 
         Honorable mention –437 Mazomanie – certificate  
         Second place –48 Beloit – certificate   
         First place –75 Fond Du Lac – Robert Wilcox – plaque/cert. 
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Children and Youth  
         Chair – Chris Sherman (071) yielded the floor to let Daniel R. Daily (434) to make some comments on the Josh Dog 
program, Mr. Daily noted the program has given the Detachment and Squadrons of Wisconsin great recognition for the 
way the Detachment has run the program. Mr. Daily noted that the mini Josh Dog has been born, Wisconsin American 
Legion Family is to be the second State allowed to Distribute the mini Josh Dog program.  
 
Children & Youth Awards 
Excellence Award $1.00 per member to CWF. 
(48) Beloit, (294) Hartland, (449) Brookfield, (437) Mazomanie, (189) Watertown, (434) Oak Creek and (038) Appleton. 
Child Welfare Foundation (High per cap) 
         Honorable mention –437 Mazomanie – certificate  
         Second place –434 Oak Creek– certificate  
         First place -189 Watertown – CWF – plaque 
Josh Dog Program (High per cap) 
         Honorable mention –071 Pewaukee – certificate  
         Second place –075 Fond Du Lac– certificate  
         First place -048 Beloit –Dale E. Daily  – plaque 
 
 Children and Youth (Best) 
         Honorable mention –449 Brookfield– certificate  
         Second place –284 Holman – certificate  
         First place –075 Fond Du Lac– Lillian Priest - plaque  
 
  Membership 

Chairman Rich Ruland noted that he is very proud please on how the Detachment has achieved the membership 
this past year remaining 100% for most all of the year and placing 11 in the National Organization. The hard work 
shows That the Detachment of Wisconsin is strong and dedicated. A new Squadron is being developed in Theresa. 

  Membership  Awards  
First Squadron over 110% - 143 Saint Croix Falls – Jack Keys – plaque/cert. 
Greatest percentage membership increase – 063 Clintonville – Armin Tews – plaque/cert. 

100 Percent Ribbons 
Dist. Squad. City Dist. Squad. City 

1 021 Kenosh 4 180 Milwaukee 
1 024 Lake Genva 4 192 Franklin 
1 048 Beloit 4 203 MIlwaukee 
1 071 Pewaukee 4 416 Greendale 
1 091 Oconomowoc 4 537 Milwaukee 
1 171 Union Grove 5 023 Milwaukee 
1 183 Genoa City 6 075 Fond du Lac 
1 196 Delafield 6 306 Green Lake 
1 209 Orfordville 6 366 Princeton 
1 294 Hartland 7 051 West Salem 
1 375 Mukwonago 7 065 Rome 
1 026 Menomonee Falls 7 073 Neillsville 
1 544 Twin Lake 7 115 Elroy 
2 001 Germantown 7 116 Coon Valley 
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2 015 Juneau 7 118 Thorp 
2 062 Columbus 7 172 North Freedom 
2 157 Horicon 7 273  Grand Marsh 
2 189 Watertown 7 284 Holmen 
2 243 Plymouth 8 063 Clintonville 
2 045 Cedarburg 8 117 Shawano 
2 347 Lomira 8 339 Almond 
2 335 Grafton 9 038 Appleton 
3 054 Monroe 9 044 Wabeno 
3 151 Madison 9 538 Carlton 
3 214 Darlington 10 053 Eau Claire 
3 313 Black Earth 10 080 New Richmond 
3 333 Sun Prairie 10 111 Somerset 
3 385 Verona 10 121 River Falls 
3 534 McFarland 10 326 Boyd 

4 018 Milwaukee 10 550 Bracket 
4 027 South Milwaukee 11 090 Ashland 
4 120 West Allis 11 547 Lublin 
   12 143 Saint Croix Falls 
   12 185 Grantsburg 
   12 487 Cable 

All Time High 
1 171 Union Grove 4 192 Franklin 
1 183 Genoa City 4 537 Milwaukee 
1 294 Hartland 6 075 Fond Du Lac 
2 157 Horicon 7 065 Rome 
2 355 Grafton 7 073 Neillsville 
3 084 Monroe 7 116 Coon Valley 
3 151 Madison 8 063 Clintonville 
3 214 Darlington 9 038 Appleton 
3 313 Black Earth 9 538 Carlton 
3 385 Verona 10 121 River Falls 
3 437 Mazomanie 10 550 Brackett 
3 481 Madison 11 090 Ashland 
3 534 McFarland 12 487 Cable 
4 120 West Allis    
4 180 Milwaukee    

 
Constitutional Amendments-acting chair Michael Lawler (437) presented the final draft of the resolution for changes to 
the Detachment Constitution and By-Law revision date for 2016 this day requesting that this be sent to Department for 
final approval. 
Motion made and second to accept the Constitutional Amendments report, discussion-none motion carried. 
 
Finance- Chair Tom Petrie (189) noted that finance for the last 2 ½ years has been working with Department to align the 
book keeping procedure, budgets and reporting of funds, it does appear that this effort was resolved this past week. The 
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net assets account is very solid and the current budget is on track and the commission also received finally the last three 
yearly audits by Department. 
          Motion by Christopher Sherman (071) second by Karl Adank (063) to accept the Finance report, discussion-none 
motion carried.  
 
Legislative-Acting Chairman Allen Watry (038) reported that there were 47 bills this past year pertaining to Veterans, 
only 17 have been signed and 30 are still in action. The list of remaining bills were reviewed and the members were 
reminded to contact their Legislators to keep the remaining bills moving to ratification. There are copies posted on the 
back table for members to take back with them. 
         Motion by Tom Petrie (189) second by Christopher Sherman (071) to accept the Finance report, discussion-none 
motion carried. 
 
National Security – Acting Chair Karl Adank (063) no report.  
Awards 
National Emergency Fund 
        Honorable mention –0785 Fond Du Lac– certificate 
        Second place –108 Clear Lake– certificate  
        First place – 437 Mazomanie-NEF- plaque 
 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation- Acting Chair Sean Patchin no report. 
        Awards 
         Honorable mention –434 Oak Creek – certificate  
         Second place –294 Hartland– certificate  
         First place –537 Milwaukee– Thomas A. Knox – plaque 
 
Best Overall Program 
         Honorable Mention-048-Beloit– certificate 
         Second place – 537-Milwaukee – certificate 
         Best overall program –075-Fond Du Lac– Don Priest – plaque 
Final Credentials Report 
         Elections Judge Ed Cheichanowski (434) noted that a few candidate forms were not signed properly by supporting 
Post or Squadron Commander and asked the membership body to waive those candidates to be allowed to be voted on 
anyway. 
         Motion by (PDC) Michael Wagoner (052) second by Mike Pook (449) to accept the credentials report, 
         discussion- motion carried. 
Elections Judge reviewed the voting strength of the delegates and delegates at large by squadron the tally reported was 
42 present would take 21 to elect. 
         Motion by Ray Dzieciol (059) second by Ray Woznick (075) to accept the credentials report, 
         discussion- motion carried. 
 
Election process Explanation 
      Detachment Adjutant Faust explained that ballots would be distributed at 12:00 noon, voting members must 
have their delegate or alternate badges with them. At this point Adj. Faust continued on with the nomination of 
delegates and alt. delegates  to the National Convention 
 Delegates to the National Convention 
         Wisconsin by membership is allow 11 delegates and 11 alt. delegates. 
         Delegate at large-PNC David Faust (245) 
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         Outgoing Commander – automatic 
         In coming Commander- automatic 
         Nec Man- Dan Daily (434) 
         Detachment Adjutant-David Faust (245) 
         As required the following were submitted by District as delegates and alt. delegates for District 1 & 3: 
         First District – Delegate Mike Pook (449), Alt. Delegate Brad Catura (449). 
         Third District – Delegate Mike Lawler (437), Alt. Delegate Ray Dzieciol (059). 
This would leave 5 delegates at large to be nominated from the floor, the following were nominated, Patrick Gryskiewicz 
(093), Chad Lawler (437), Christopher Sherman (071), Allen Watry (038), Rich Ruland (481). 
Alternate National Delegates to Convention  
        The required 8 Alt. delegates  to be nominated from the floor, the following were nominated. 
        Gary Lee LeRoy (294), Robert Aimes (048), Mark Lipke (075), Gary Masnak (434), Gary Lubich (121), Kelly Powers  
        (121), Ray Woznick (075) and Mike Wagoner (052).  
        Motion by Al Watry (038) second by Christopher Sherman (071), to close the nominations and elect the 
        nominees by acclamation, motion carried. 
 
Special Order of Business Elections 12:00 noon  

Elections Judge noted an update to the voting strength of the delegates and delegates at large by squadron the tally 
reported was 44 present would take 23 to elect.  

        Elections-ballots were distributed by the Detachment Sgt.-at Arms and tellers. 
After the voting was finished the ballots were collected by the election tellers and they retired along with the                            
Elections Judge to another room for tallying. 
 
Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) called for a recess at 12:10 pm 
Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) reconvened the Sat session at 1:00pm 
 

Roll Call of Detachment Officers (Voting) 
Taken by Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245) 

Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) Present 
Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071) Present 
Detachment Vice Commander Robert Sirovina (434) Present 
Detachment Vice Commander Shawn Grothe (243) Present 
Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059) Present 
Detachment Chaplain Braford W. Catura (449) Present 
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434) Present 
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Robert Breutzmann (018) Present 
National Executive Committeeman Daniel R. Daily (434) Present 
Alternate NECman Patrick Gryskiewicz (091) Present 
Past Detachment Commander Russell Severson (313) Absent 
Past Detachment Commander Daniel R. Daily (434) Present 
Past Detachment Commander Gary Lubich (121) Present 
1st District Commander Mike Pook (449) Present 
3rd District Commander Ray Dzieciol (059) Present 
6th District Commander Brian Stenz (075) Excused 

 
Roll Call of Detachment Officers (non-Voting) 

Detachment Judge Advocate Chad Lawler (437) Excused 
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Detachment Historian Mike Bremzer (075) Present 
Detachment Adjutant David Faust (245) Present 
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Gary Lee LeRoy (294) Present 
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Michael L. Lawler (437) Present 
Department S.A.L. Chairman Michael Wagoner (052) Present 

 
Past Detachment Commanders Present 
David Faust (245), Michael Wagoner (052), Michael L. Lawler (437), Patrick N. Gryskiewicz (093). 
 

Unfinished Business 
         Dan Daily motioned to adjust the budget line item by $6000 to support the Josh Dog program as the Detachment 
was about out of dogs for hospitals and deployments seconded by Ray Dzieciol (059), discussion it was asked what was 
the original line item that was noted in the budget it was $2000, finance pointed out that the funds would need to be 
drawn off the net assets by committee requests for this year, Squadron donations and or fund raisers for the program in 
this year. When donations are made the donation form needs to be submitted to get recognition for the Squadron. 
This should be a self-sustaining program and should be referred to Americanism C&Y committee to enhance the 
program to make so. 
Motion was asked to be amended to read that in the future budget the line Item be increased to $6000 as long as it does 
not take away or impede other programs. 
Dan Daily original motion was amended to adjust the future budget line item by $6000 to support the Josh Dog program 
as long as it does not take away or impede other programs seconded by Ray Dzieciol (059), Squadron 449 donated $250 
to the Josh Dog program, 449 donated $250 to the CWF. 
Dan Daily rescinded his original motion and asked that this issue be table to Americanism C&Y committees and discussed 
at the Fall DEC meetings, seconded by Ray Dzieciol (059), motion carried. 
 
Election Results - With the results of the balloted Election being completed, Election Judge Michael Wagoner (052) 
announced the following elected officers: 
         Commander – Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) 
         Vice Commanders – Christopher Sherman (071), Allen Watry (038) Ray Dzieciol (534). and Robert Sirovina (537)  
         Chaplain –Shawn Grothe (243) 
         Sergeant-At-Arms– Gary Masnak (434), David Fuller (209). 
       
         Motion by Allen Watry (038), seconded by Michael Wagoner (052), to have the ballots destroyed, motion carried. 
 
When making donations a copy of the donations forms needs to also be sent to Tom Petrie of Finance. 
 
 
Detachment Commander Kollmansberger called on (PDC) Gary Lubich to pass out his previous term Detachment Officers 
year pins and year bars for his term: 

Detachment Vice Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075)-pin 
Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071)-pin 
Detachment Vice Commander Robert Sirovina (434)-pin 
Detachment Vice Commander Shawn Grothe (243)-pin year/bar 
Detachment Chaplain Braford W. Catura (449)-year/bar 
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Pook (449)-pin 
Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434)-pin 
Detachment Assistant Adjutant Gary Lee LeRoy (294)-year bar 
Detachment Historian Kelly Powers (121)-pin 
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(PDC) Gary Lubich was presented his pin and past commanders gavel from his term by Detachment Adjutant David 
Faust. 

 
Commander Kollmansberger and Detachment Adjutant Faust passed out his last term Detachment Officers year pins and 
year bars. 
 Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075)-pin 
 Detachment Vice Commander Ray Dzieciol (059)-pin 

Detachment Vice Commander Christopher Sherman (071)-year/ bar 
 Detachment Vice Commander Robert Sirovina (434)-year/ bar 

Detachment Vice Commander Shawn Grothe (243)-year/ bar 
 Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms -Robert Breutzmann (018)-year/bar 

Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Gary Masnak (434)-year/bar 
 Detachment Assistant Adjutant Gary Lee LeRoy (294)-year bar 
 
New Business 
         There was no new business. 
 
Installations of New Officers  
         S.A.L. National Vice Commander Central Region Dennis Henkemeyer (Minn.) administrated and installed the newly 
elected Detachment officers. 
         
For The Good of the Sons of The American Legion 
         Squadron Membership Was turned in: 
         Brookfield (449) 40 members for 2017 
         Beloit (018) 43 members for 2017 
         Hartland (294) 10 members for 2017 
 
Mike Lawler National Chaplain candidate for National Vice Commander asked National Vice Commander Central Region 
Dennis Henkemeyer if he could give him his handbook and ideas for National Vice Commander.  Mr. Lawler praised Mr. 
Henkemeyer for his performance and guidance and that Michael will have some big shoes to fill. 
 
(PDC) Gary Lubich (121) noted that River Falls will be hosting Legion Baseball Tournament. 
 
Squadron (405) will participate in Dousman Derby days will held July 29, 30 and 31. 
 
Allen Watry (038) Appleton announced that the post would be having a corn roast August 17th all are invited. 
 
Detachment Commander Kollmansberger asked Steve Kruger National Executive Committeeman to Escort Dale Barnet 
National Legion (Ga.) Commander to the Podium. Mr. Barnet gave greetings and noted that he was a dual member in 
the Legion and Sons of The American Legion. Noted that he has seen a great growth in the Sons of The American Legion 
and that looking to the future should continue to teach the younger generation about principals and history pertaining 
to veterans and their families. 
Detachment Commander Kollmansberger was presented a challenge coin from the National Commander.  Detachment 
Commander Kollmansberger presented the National Commander Barnet with a State pin and gift. Sixth grader Conner 
Heiney (437) asked to make a presentation to the National commander to present him with a gift. 
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Mike Wagoner noted that the Moving Wall would be present at Germantown Sept 1-5, Baron Sept 7-12 and Tomah Sept 
15-19. Escorts and guards are needed please volunteer. 
 
Detachment Chaplain Catura announced that the memorial service practice would be this evening at 6:30 pm and the 
service would be at 8:00 am and he asked for a show of hands of the volunteers. 
 
Detachment Adjutant Faust noted the Post DEC will start at 9:00am Sun. 
 
Officers were asked to stay for a photo shoot. 
 
There are cards in the back for anyone to sign for (PDC) (PADJ) (PNEC) Lawrence Rice who went in the Hospital on Tues 
with undetermined conditions.  
 
 Closing  

Benediction 
A benediction was offered by Detachment Chaplain Bradford Catura (449) 
Retirement of POW/MIA Empty Chair 
The POW/MIA Empty Chair cover was retired by Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms, Gary Masnak (434) 
Retirement of the Colors 
With the Colors being in place, a right-hand salute was rendered to the U.S. flag. 
Adjournment 
With no other business, Detachment Commander Mike A. Kollmansberger (075) declared the Detachment 
Convention meeting closed. 

Detachment Assistant Adjutant 
Gary Lee Leroy (294) 

 


